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Trump ups his attacks with Mueiler report due Thursday 


By MICHAEL BALSAMO and 
JONATHAN LEMIRE 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

president isn't waiting. 

As Washington counts 
down the final hours until 
publication of the redact¬ 
ed special counsel report 

— now expected Thursday 

— Donald Trump stepped 
up his attacks Monday in 
an effort to undermine po¬ 
tential disclosures on Rus¬ 
sia, his 201 6 campaign and 
the aftermath. 

He unleashed a series of 
tweets focusing on the pre¬ 
viously released summary 
of special counsel Robert 
Mueller's conclusions — in¬ 
cluding a crucial one on 
obstruction of justice that 
Trump again misrepresent¬ 
ed — produced by Attor¬ 
ney General William Barr. 
“Mueller, and the A.G. 
based on Mueller findings 
(and great intelligence), 
have already ruled No Col¬ 
lusion, No Obstruction,” 
Trump tweeted. 

“These were crimes com¬ 
mitted by Crooked Hill¬ 
ary, the DNC, Dirty Cops 
and others! INVESTIGATE 



Attorney General William Barr leaves his home in McLean, Va., on Monday, April 15, 2019. Associated Press 


THE INVESTIGATORS!” Press 
Secretary Sarah Sanders re¬ 
peatedly tried to make the 
same case on TV talk shows 
on Sunday. Democrats are 


calling for Mueller himself 
to testify before Congress 
and have expressed con¬ 
cern that Barr will order un¬ 
necessary censoring of the 


report to protect the presi¬ 
dent. The House Judiciary 
Committee, led by Rep. 
Jerry Nadler of New York, is 
poised to try to compel Barr 


to turn over an unredacted 
copy as well as the report's 
underlying investigative 
files. 

Continued on Page 4 
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Trump to allow lawsuits over U.S. properties seized in Cuba 



In this Feb. 18, 2019, file photo, national security adviser John 
Bolton speaks to the Venezuelan American community in Miami. 

Associated Press 


By DEB RIECHMANN and 
MICHAEL WEISSENSTEIN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Step¬ 
ping up pressure on Cuba, 
the Trump administration 
will allow lawsuits against 
foreign companies do¬ 
ing business in properties 
seized from Americans af¬ 
ter the island’s 1959 revolu¬ 
tion, a senior administration 
official said Tuesday. 

The move marks a change 
in more than two decades 
of U.S. policy on Cuba. 
President Donald Trump 
has been taking steps to 
isolate embattled Ven¬ 


ezuela President Nicolas 
Maduro, who is holding 
power with help from other 
countries, including Cuba, 
China and Russia. The new 
policy against Havana 
could deal a severe blow 
to Cuba's efforts to draw 
foreign investment, and 
spawn international trade 
disputes between the U.S. 
and Europe. 

The administration official 
who provided details of 
the shift spoke on condition 
of anonymity ahead of the 
official announcement by 
the State Department. 
After that announcement. 


national security adviser 
John Bolton is expected to 
discuss the new policy dur¬ 
ing a speech Wednesday 
in Miami, which is home to 
thousands of exiles and im¬ 
migrants from Cuba, Ven¬ 
ezuela and Nicaragua. 

The speech at the Bay of 
Pigs Veterans Association is 
to be delivered on the 58th 
anniversary of the United 
States’ failed 1961 invasion 
of the island, an attempt to 
overthrow the Cuban gov¬ 
ernment. 

Johono Toblada, Cuba’s 
deputy director of U.S. af¬ 
fairs, said on Twitter: “Be¬ 
fore they try to euphorically 
ride a wave of wicked¬ 
ness and lies, they should 
take a dose of reality. The 
world has told John Bolton 
and the U.S. government 
to eliminate the criminal 
blockade against Cuba 
and the Helms-Burton Act." 
The 1996 act gave Ameri¬ 
cans the right to sue the 
mostly European compa¬ 
nies that operate out of 
hotels, tobacco factories, 
distilleries and other prop¬ 
erties that Cuba national¬ 
ized after Fidel Castro took 


power. The act even allows 
lawsuits by Cubans who 
became U.S. citizens years 
after their properties were 
taken. Canada, France, 
Spain, Great Britain and 
other countries with large 
investments in Cuba have 
ferociously protested the 
law and threatened to sue 
in the World Trade Organi¬ 
zation if Washington tries to 
interfere with the business 
ties between Cuba and 
another sovereign nation. 
“The extraterritorial appli¬ 
cation of the U.S. embar¬ 
go is illegal and violates 
international low," said 
Alberto Navarro, the Euro¬ 
pean Union ambassador 
to Cuba. “I personally con¬ 
sider it immoral. For 60 years 
the only thing that’s result¬ 
ed from the embargo is 
the suffering of the Cuban 
people.” 

U.S. airlines and cruise lines 
that bring hundreds of 
thousands of travelers to 
Cuba each year appear 
to be exempt from the key 
provision of the Helms-Bur¬ 
ton Act. 

Every U.S. president since 
Bill Clinton has suspended 


the key clause to avoid 
those trade clashes and a 
potential mass of lawsuits 
that would prevent any fu¬ 
ture settlement with Cuba 
over nationalized proper¬ 
ties. Cuba has said it is will¬ 
ing to reimburse the owners 
of confiscated properties, 
but only if the communist 
government is also reim¬ 
bursed for billions of dollars 
in damages generated by 
the six-decade U.S. trade 
embargo. 

The announcement comes 
at a moment of severe 
economic weakness for 
Cuba, which is struggling 
to find enough cash to im¬ 
port basic food and other 
supplies following o drop in 
aid from Venezuela, and a 
string of bad years in other 
key economic sectors. 
Foreign investment in Cuba 
increased slightly in recent 
years, but it remains far be¬ 
low the levels needed to 
recapitalize the island’s di¬ 
lapidated, often collapsing 
infrastructure. The Trump 
administration’s decision is 
not expected to drive out 
major foreign players like 
Pernod-Ricard of France, 
which makes Havana Club 
rum, or Spanish hotel chains 
Melia or Iberostar, but it 
could prove a major obsta¬ 
cle to new investment from 
foreign companies. 

“It will harm prospective in¬ 
vestment in Cuba. It will not 
cause people who ore in¬ 
vested in Cuba already to 
pull out now," said Phil Pe¬ 
ters, director of the Arling¬ 
ton, Virginia-based Cuba 
Research Center, who ad¬ 
vocated for closer relations 
with Cuba and has consult¬ 
ed for U.S. companies look¬ 
ing to invest.Q 
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The Aruba Today Newspaper announces that due 
to the Holiday Weekend upon us, we will not be in 
circulation Friday, April 19th, Saturday, April 20th, 
or Monday, April 22nd, 2019. We also ask that our 
clients send ads to be published in next Tuesday’s 
papers by Thursday, Aprii 18th, 2019. 


Closing Days 
Announcement 


We will be back on newsstands everywhere bright 
and early to serve our readers and advertisers first 
thing in the morning, Tuesday, April 23. Until then, 
enjoy your Holiday Weekend on Aruba from the 
team at the Aruba Today Newspaper, Aruba's ONLY 
English Newspaper! 
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Trump ups his attacks with Mueller report due Thursday 



Attorney General William Barr leaves his home in McLean, Va., 
on Monday, April 15, 2019. 


Continued from Front 

The Justice Department 
announced Monday that 
it expects to release the 
redacted version Thursday 
morning, sending the find¬ 
ings of the nearly two-year 
probe to Congress and 
making them available to 
the public. 

Mueller officially conclud¬ 
ed his investigation late last 
month and submitted the 
confidential report to Barr. 
Two days later, the attor¬ 
ney general sent Congress 
a four-page letter that de¬ 
tailed Mueller's “principal 
conclusions.” 

In his letter, Barr said the 
special counsel did not 
find a criminal conspiracy 
between Russia and Trump 
associates during the cam¬ 
paign. However, contrary to 


Trump’s false claim, Mueller 
did not reach a conclusion 
on whether Trump obstruct¬ 
ed justice. Instead, Mueller 
presented evidence on 
both sides of that question. 
Barr said he did not believe 


Associated Press 

the evidence was sufficient 
to prove that Trump had 
obstructed justice, but he 
noted that Mueller's team 
did not exonerate the pres¬ 
ident. Portions of the report 
being released by the Jus¬ 


tice Department will be re¬ 
dacted to protect grand 
jury material, sensitive intel¬ 
ligence, matters that could 
affect ongoing investiga¬ 
tions and damage to the 
privacy rights of third par¬ 
ties, the attorney general 
has said. The scores of out¬ 
standing questions about 
the investigation have not 
stopped the president and 
his allies from declaring vic¬ 
tory. They have painted 
House Democrats’ inves¬ 
tigations as partisan over¬ 
reach and have targeted 
news outlets and individual 
reporters they say have 
promoted the collusion 
story. The president himself 
seethed at a political rally 
that the whole thing was 
an attempt “to tear up the 
fabric of our great democ¬ 
racy.” 

He has told confidants in 
recent days that he was 
certain the full report would 
back up his claims of vindi¬ 
cation but was also con¬ 
vinced the media would 
manipulate the findings in 
an effort to damage him, 
according to two Repub¬ 
licans close to the White 
House not authorized to 
speak publicly about pri¬ 
vate conversations. In the 
waiting game's final days, 
the White House continued 
to try to shape the narra¬ 
tive. “There was no obstruc¬ 
tion, which I don’t how you 
can interpret that any oth¬ 
er way than total exonera¬ 
tion,” press secretary Sand¬ 
ers said on “Fox News Sun¬ 
day.” While the president 
unleashed his personal 
grievances, his team seized 
on any exculpatory infor¬ 
mation in Barr’s letter, hop¬ 
ing to define the conversa¬ 
tion in advance, according 
to White House officials and 
outside advisers who spoke 
on condition of anonymity 
because they were not au¬ 
thorized to publicly discuss 


private deliberations. The 
victory lap was deliberately 
premature, they said. 

But Trump’s inner circle 
knows there will likely be 
further releases of embar¬ 
rassing or politically dam¬ 
aging information. Barr’s 
letter, for instance, hinted 
that there would be at 
least one unknown action 
by the president that Muel¬ 
ler examined as a possible 
act of obstruction. A num¬ 
ber of White House aides 
have privately said they 
are eager for all Russia sto¬ 
ries, good or bad, to fade 
from the headlines. And 
there is fear among some 
presidential confidants that 
the rush to spike the foot¬ 
ball in celebration could 
backfire if bombshell new 
information emerges. “The 
Mueller Report, which was 
written by 18 Angry Dem¬ 
ocrats who also happen 
to be Trump Haters (and 
Clinton Supporters), should 
have focused on the peo¬ 
ple who SPIED on my 2016 
Campaign, and others 
who fabricated the whole 
Russia Hoax. That is, never 
forget, the crime.” Trump 
tweeted Monday. Barr may 
have been referring to a 
surveillance warrant the FBI 
obtained in the fall of 2016 
to monitor the communica¬ 
tions of former Trump cam¬ 
paign aide Carter Page, 
who has not been charged 
with any wrongdoing. The 
warrant was obtained af¬ 
ter Page had left the cam¬ 
paign and was renewed 
several times. Critics of the 
Russia investigation have 
seized on the fact that the 
warrant application cited 
Democratic-funded oppo¬ 
sition research, done by a 
former British spy, into the 
Trump campaign’s ties to 
Russia. Barr later softened 
his tone to “I am not say¬ 
ing improper surveillance 
occurred. ”□ 



HELLO PRIMO 


OWN YOUR PART OF A 

$446 BILLION 
INDUSTRY 


1-242 -601 -9700 

WWW-SITOSCARIBBEAN.COM 















itDAi: 


U.S. NEWSI^^o 


WEDNESDAY 17 APRIL 2019 


U.S. wants to build more tents at border to detain migrants 



In this Nov. 3, 2018, file photo, members of the U.S. Army build a razor wire fence around area for tents near the U.S.-AAexico 
International bridge, in Donna, Texas. 


By NOMAAN MERCHANT 
and CEDAR AHANASIO 
Associated Press 
HOUSTON (AP) — The Trump 
administration wants to 
open two new tent tocilities 
to temporarily detain up to 
1,000 parents and children 
near the southern border, 
os advocates sharply criti¬ 
cize the conditions inside 
the tents already used to 
hold migrants. 

U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection said in a notice 
to potential contractors 
that it wonts to house 500 
people in each camp in 
El Paso, Texas, and in the 
South Texas city ot Donna, 
which has a border cross¬ 
ing with Mexico. 

Each facility would consist 
of one large tent that could 
be divided into sections by 
gender and between fami¬ 
lies and children traveling 
alone, according to the 
notice. Detainees would 
sleep on mats. There would 
also be laundry facilities, 
showers, and on “addition¬ 
al fenced-in area” for “out¬ 
side exercise/recreation." 
The notice says the facili¬ 
ties could open in the next 
two weeks and operate 
through year end, with a 
cost that could reach $37 
million. But the agency 
has said its resources ore 
strained by the sharp rise in 
the numbers of parents and 
children crossing the bor¬ 
der and requesting asylum. 
It made 53,000 apprehen¬ 
sions in March of parents 
and children traveling to¬ 
gether, most of whom say 
they are fleeing violence 
and poverty in Central 
America. Many ultimately 
request asylum under U.S. 
and international law. 

In a statement Tuesday, 
CBP said it urgently need¬ 
ed additional space for 
detention and processing. 
“CBP is committed to find¬ 
ing solutions that address 
the current border security 
and humanitarian crisis at 
the southwest border in a 
way that safeguards those 
in our custody in a humane 
and dignified manner," the 
statement said. 

The Border Patrol has 
started directly releasing 
parents and children in¬ 
stead of referring them to 
immigration authorities for 


potential long-term deten¬ 
tion, but families still some¬ 
times wait several days to 
be processed by the agen¬ 
cy and released. 

The Border Patrol process¬ 
ing center in McAllen is rou¬ 
tinely over capacity. Kevin 
McAleenan, the new act¬ 
ing hcmeland security sec¬ 
retary, was scheduled to 
visit McAllen Tuesday and 
Wednesday. In El Paso, 
hundreds of people are de¬ 
tained in tents set up at the 
center of a parking lot next 
to a patrol station. People 
detained there have com¬ 
plained at prolanged expo¬ 
sure to cold. The Border Pa¬ 
trol limits them to one warm 
layer at clathing, confis¬ 
cates coats, and issues a 
Mylar blanket to each de¬ 
tainee, citing health and 
safety concerns. U.S. Rep. 
Nanette Barragan, a Cali¬ 
fornia Democrat, visited 
the tents earlier this manth. 
She said she had seen a 
mather with her 4-month- 
ald child whc had been 
there far five or more days, 
in canditians she said were 
“unhealthy.” 

Border Patrol officials have 
declined to allow the me¬ 
dia inside the tents in El 
Paso. Land near the bridge 
in Donna was used last year 
as a camp by active-duty 
scldiers when they were cr- 
dered tc Scuth Texas' Rio 
Grande Valley. 


The Border Patrol also es¬ 
tablished a tent facility at 
Donna to hold migrants in 
December 2016, in the last 
weeks of the administration 
of former President Barack 
Obama, in respanse to a 
previous surge of migrants 
from Central America. 


Sister Norma Pimentel, ex¬ 
ecutive director of Catholic 
Charities of the Rio Grande 
Valley, said she had been 
allowed to visit the tent fa¬ 
cility in 2016. She said that 
facility had been “apen 
and clean,” but nated she 
visited befare it began de¬ 


Associated Press 

taining people. 

“Detention is never a good 
idea for any family,” Pi¬ 
mentel said. “I believe 
families are victims of a lot 
of abuse, and we just add 
ta that abuse by the way 
we respand to handle and 
pracess them.”G 
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AP-NORC Poll: Most believe schools have become less safe 


By EMILY SWANSON, CAR¬ 
OLYN THOMPSON and 
HANNAH FINGERHUT 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP)—Twen¬ 
ty years after the Colum¬ 
bine High School shooting 
mode practicing for armed 
intruders os routine os fire 
drills, many parents hove 
only tepid confidence in 
the ability of schools to stop 
o gunman, according to a 
new poll by The Associat¬ 
ed Press-NORC Center for 
Public Affairs Research. 

And while most Americans 
consider schools less safe 
than they were 20 years 
ago, the poll finds a ma¬ 
jority say schools aren’t at 
fault for shootings. Bullying, 
the availability of guns, the 
internet and video games 
share more of the blame. 
Lee Wisdom, a mother 
of two in Downingtown, 
Pennsylvania, believes stu¬ 
dents and staff have been 
trained as much as pos¬ 
sible to prepare for an at¬ 
tack, but worries schools 
are still vulnerable to things 
beyond their control, like a 
parent holding the door for 
a stranger or a child sneak¬ 
ing his father's gun in a 
backpack. 

“As far as inside the school, 
we’re doing all we can to 
keep students safe,” she 
said. “It is the outside of 
the school and the people 
who are coming in and out 
that I think are the weak 
link,” said Wisdom, who 
sees school violence as a 
product of violent video 
games, shows and the 
internet’s opportunities to 
bully and isolate. 




In this Sept. 6,2016, file photo, students at William Hackett Middie School have their bags checked 
and pass through metal detectors on the first day of schooi in Aibany, N.Y. 

Associated Press 


Half of Americans blame 
students being bullied a 
great deal for school shoot¬ 
ings. Roughly a third say the 
same of the internet and 
television, music and video 
games. 

By and large, schools them¬ 
selves are less likely to be 
blamed: 59 % put not much 
or no blame on schools for 
the shootings. While rough¬ 
ly 4 in 10 say schools have 
at least some responsibil¬ 
ity, just 9 % attribute a great 
deal of blame. 

In the years since two Colo¬ 
rado teenagers gunned 
down 12 classmates and 
a teacher in the Denver 
suburb of Littleton, schools 
across the country have 
fixated on planning for 
threats that before had 
been unimaginable. 
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Teachers and students 
practice fleeing and hid¬ 
ing during realistic shooter 
scenarios inside school 
buildings fortified by bolt¬ 
ed doors, bulletproof glass 
and security cameras. 

But shootings haven’t 
stopped, and a little over 
a year after police say an 
armed ex-student killed 17 
people at Florida’s Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High 
School, the survey finds a 
large majority, 67%, say 
schools have become less 
safe. Only 13% say schools 
have become safer dur¬ 
ing the last 20 years. The 
rest say they are about the 
same. 

Along the same lines, de¬ 
spite all of the planning, 
drills and expense, only 
about a third of parents are 
extremely or very confident 
that their children are safe 
in school, or that the school 
could respond to an active 
shooter. About 4 in 10 par¬ 
ents are moderately confi¬ 
dent in their child’s safety 
and the school’s potential 
response, while about 2 
in 10 have little or no con¬ 
fidence. And parents of 
school-age children are 
especially likely to blame 
shootings on schools them¬ 
selves, compared with oth¬ 
er adults, 49% to 36%. 
Nearly half of Americans 
strongly blame shootings 
on the availability of guns, 
and a majority, 67%, want 
to see the nation’s gun 


laws made stricter. 

Still, Washington has had lit¬ 
tle appetite for federal gun 
reforms despite surges in 
activism following Colum¬ 
bine and the 2012 shooting 
deaths of 20 children and 
six adults inside Sandy Hook 
Elementary School in New¬ 
town, Connecticut. Last 
year’s shooting in Parkland, 
Florida, brought a shift in 
the political landscape, 
with the shooting’s young 
survivors leading a national 
movement aimed not only 
at gun reform but a new 
generation of voters. 

Before the Democratic- 
controlled House in Febru¬ 
ary approved a measure 
requiring federal back¬ 
ground checks for all fire¬ 
arms sales, it had been 
nearly 25 years since Con¬ 
gress had considered ma¬ 
jor gun control legislation. 
The bill faces dim prospects 
in the Republican-con- 
trolled Senate and Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump has 
threatened to veto it, say¬ 
ing it would impose unrea¬ 
sonable requirements on 
gun owners. 

“By the time they’re 16 or 
17, they’re pretty much in¬ 
doctrinated,” the Three Riv¬ 
ers, Michigan, resident said. 
“If somebody’s going to 
do something like that, no 
matter if the guns are avail¬ 
able or not, they’re going 
to find a way to do it,” he 
added. 

To make schools safer, ma¬ 


jorities of Americans be¬ 
lieve lockdown drills, armed 
security guards, metal de¬ 
tectors and anti-bullying 
campaigns work. 

However, the post-Colum¬ 
bine generation, for whom 
many of those things were 
routine, are much less likely 
than older adults to think 
that those steps would 
make schools safer. 

“What the survey data tell 
us is that we need to take 
the next step in our safety 
efforts to purposefully and 
strategically communicate 
how successful our ef¬ 
forts have been in making 
schools safe, secure plac¬ 
es where students can be 
their authentic selves and 
learn at their best,” said 
Bob Farrace of the Nation¬ 
al Association of Second¬ 
ary School Principals. 

Nor are younger adults 
as convinced that either 
stricter gun laws or arming 
teachers — another sub¬ 
ject of political debate — is 
the answer, even though 
they are about as likely as 
those older to support strict¬ 
er gun laws in the United 
States. While 44% of adults 
under 30 say tightening 
gun laws would improve 
school safety, 60% of adults 
over 30 say the same. Half 
of adults under 30 soy arm¬ 
ing trained teachers would 
actually make schools less 
safe, compared with about 
a third of those over 30. 

“A well-trained teacher 
with a sidearm could great¬ 
ly affect what happens in 
a classroom situation like 
that,” said the Republican¬ 
leaning Kiefer, who retired 
from the trucking business. 
“There are enough quali¬ 
fied teachers that can 
be armed that can help 
solve problems.” A federal 
school safety commission 
assembled by Trump in 
response to the Parkland 
shooting said it should be 
left to states and schools 
to decide whether schools 
should arm staff members, 
but the president’s Educa¬ 
tion Secretary Betsy Devos, 
who led the commission, 
said schools should “seri¬ 
ously consider” the option. 
The commission’s Decem¬ 
ber report steers schools to 
federal funding that can be 
used for firearm training.Q 
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L.A. Archdiocese 
agrees to $8M payment 
in sex abuse case 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — The 

Archdiocese of Los Ange¬ 
les has agreed to pay $8 
million to a teenager who 
was sexually abused by 
the athletic director at her 
Catholic high school who 
had continued to work 
despite prior allegations 
of misconduct, it was an¬ 
nounced Tuesday. 

A court finalized the settle¬ 
ment lost week of o negli¬ 
gence lawsuit, said David 
Ring, an attorney for the 
teenager. 

The archdiocese has paid 
out more than $740 million 
in sexual abuse settlements 
over the past 15 years. Ring 
said the $8 million is the 
largest payment to a sin¬ 
gle individual in any of the 
cases. “The Archdiocese 
recognizes that there was 
serious harm done to the 
life of the victim-survivor," 
the archdiocese said in a 
statement. “We hope that 
the settlement will allow her 
to heal and move forward 
with her education and 
lifetime goals. The Arch¬ 
diocese apologizes for the 
impact that this caused in 
her life.” Juan Ivan Barajas, 
a health teacher and ath¬ 
letic director at San Ga¬ 
briel Mission High School, 
began having sex with the 
girl, then 15, in 2016 and 
eventually kidnapped her, 
according to court docu¬ 
ments. 

He took her to Las Vegas 
after his wife discovered 
evidence of the abuse on 
his cellphone, the records 
said. 

After five days on the run, 
Barajas was arrested and 
the girl was rescued. 
Barajas, now 38, pleaded 
guilty to felony statutory 
sexual seduction and was 
sentenced to six years in 
prison. 



This undated photo reteased 
by the Henderson Detention 
Center shows Juan tvan 
Barajas of Son Gabriet, Cotif. 

Associated Press 

The lawsuit alleged that the 
archdiocese failed to take 
action despite repeated 
complaints of misconduct 
by Barajas involving oth¬ 
er students at the all-girls 
school. “You had months 
of complaints about this in¬ 
dividual ... yet nothing was 
done,” Ring said in an inter¬ 
view with The Associated 
Press. “There are parents 
who made complaints. 
There are other girls who 
made complaints.” 
Anonymous letters sent 
to school officials in 2015 
contained allegations of 
misconduct by Borojos. 
One sent to Monsignor Sal 
Pilato, the assistant superin¬ 
tendent of high schools for 
the archdiocese, said: “He 
takes the ones he likes to 
the office,” the Los Angeles 
Times reported. 

A year before Barajas was 
arrested, o coach at the 
school reported to the prin¬ 
cipal that on more than 
50 occasions Barajas took 
a girl into his office where 
the two were alone, the 
Times said, citing court 
documents. The plaintiff in 
the lawsuit is emotionally 
scarred and suffers panic 
attacks and flashbacks, ac¬ 
cording to court records.Q 


Donations for burned block 
churches up after Notre Dome fire 



In this April 4, 2019 file photo, firefighters and fire investigators 
respond to a fire at AAt. Pleasant Baptist Church, in Opelousas, 


By KEVIN McGILL 
Associated Press 
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — A 

crowdfunding campaign 
for three African American 
churches in Louisiana re¬ 
cently gutted by arson was 
climbing Tuesday after so¬ 
cial media posts urging the 
public not to forget the 
plight of the small houses 
of worship as the eyes of 
the world were on the fire- 
rovoged Notre Dame ca¬ 
thedral in Paris. 

“As we hold Paris in our 
hearts today, let’s also sent 
some love to our neighbors 
in Louisiana,” a Tuesday 
tweet from Hillary Clinton 
read. Freelance journal¬ 
ist Yoshor All, with 394,000 
followers, struck a similar 
tone, tweeting that the 
Notre Dame restoration 
"will be well funded” and 
urging support for the Loui¬ 
siana churches. 

“It’s a blessing, truly a 
blessing," the Rev. Fred¬ 


La. 

die Jack, president of the 
Seventh District Missionary 
Baptist Association, said of 
the fundraising campaign 
in a telephone interview 
Tuesday night. The three 
churches are members of 
the association. 

Suspect Holden Matthews, 
21, is in custody in connec¬ 
tion with the Louisiana fires 
and faces charges that in¬ 
clude hate crimes. The fires 


Associated Press 

happened in and around 
Opelousas beginning in 
late March. Matthews was 
arrested o week ago. 

The campaign hit $500,000 
Tuesday evening, with 
contributions ranging from 
$5 to thousands of dollars. 
“It’s all working out for the 
greater good," Jack said, 
when asked about the 
connection being made 
to the Notre Dame fire. □ 
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UK’s Theresa May seeks respite from Brexit walking in Wales 



In this Thursday, April 11,2019 file photo, British Prime Minister Theresa May speaks during a media 
conference at the conclusion of an EU summit in Brussels. 


By JILL LAWLESS 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — British 
Prime Minister Theresa May 
is getting a respite tram 
Brexit with a walking holi¬ 
day in Wales — but there is 
no pause for political rivals 
hoping to take over her job. 
The prime minister’s Down¬ 
ing Street office said Mon¬ 
day that May and her hus¬ 
band, Philip, started a short 
vacation on Saturday. 
Britain's Parliament is on 
on Easter break until April 
23, after months of bruising 
battles that saw lawmak¬ 
ers reject May's European 
Union divorce deal three 
times. 

May enjoys hiking in the 
Welsh mountains. During a 
visit there in 2017, she infa¬ 
mously decided to call a 
snap election to strengthen 
her hand in Brexit negotia¬ 
tions. Instead, she lost her 
parliamentary majority and 
has struggled ever since to 
push through her EU with¬ 
drawal plans. 

Asked whether May was 
considering another elec¬ 


tion, spokesman James 
Slack said: “No." 
Meanwhile, several of 
May’s Cabinet colleagues 
were spending the break 
raising their profiles ahead 
of an anticipated leader¬ 
ship contest. 


May has said she will step 
down once Britain has rati¬ 
fied a divorce agreement 
with the EU — although 
with Parliament still dead¬ 
locked, it's unclear when 
that might happen. Pro- 
Brexit members of the Con- 


Associated Press 

servative Party are already 
demanding she quit for so 
far failing to take Britain out 
of the EU. 

Home Secretary Sajid Ja- 
vid, one likely contender, 
gave a high-profile speech 
Monday on knife crime that 


stressed his humble roots 
and childhood in a crime- 
plagued neighborhood. 
Former Foreign Secretary 
Boris Johnson, a leading 
Brexiteer, warned in the 
Daily Telegraph that politi¬ 
cians must "leave the EU, 
and do it properly” or face 
the wrath of voters. 

Leaders of the 27 remain¬ 
ing EU nations agreed last 
week to delay the deadline 
for Brexit until Oct. 31 — the 
second extension the bloc 
has given Britain. 

If Parliament does not ap¬ 
prove May’s withdraw¬ 
al plan, Britain faces an 
abrupt exit from that could 
lead to a deep recession 
as tariffs and other barriers 
are imposed on U.K. ex¬ 
ports and customs checks 
delay goods at British ports. 
The government has held 
talks with the left-of-center 
opposition Labour Party in 
an attempt to find a com¬ 
promise that can win the 
backing of Parliament. 
So far there has been no 
breakthrough, but negotia¬ 
tions are continuing.Q 


Congo’s leader sets Ebola outbreak end date after 800 deaths 



Congo's president, Felix Tshisekedi, center, visits an Ebola 
treatment centre in Beni, Eastern Congo, Tuesday April.16, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By A. KUDRA MALIRO 
Associated Press 
BENI, Congo (AP) — Con¬ 
go’s president said Tuesday 
that he wants an Ebola virus 
outbreak that already has 
become the country’s sec¬ 
ond-deadliest contained 
in less than three months, 
although some health ex¬ 
perts estimate it could take 
twice as long. 

President Felix Tshisekedi set 
the timeline while visiting 
eastern Congo, the center 
of an Ebola outbreak that 
the national Health Min¬ 
istry says has caused 800 


deaths out of 1,200 con¬ 
firmed cases. 

The cases of people sick¬ 
ened by Ebola are from 


a volatile area near the 
border with Rwanda and 
Uganda, where rebel 
groups and bouts of com¬ 


munity resistance com¬ 
plicate efforts to contain 
the outbreak. More than 
100,000 people have re¬ 
ceived an experimental 
but effective Ebola vac¬ 
cine, a bright spot amid 
the challenges. Tshisekedi’s 
visit came a few days after 
the World Health Organiza¬ 
tion decided the outbreak 
didn’t yet arise to a global 
health emergency. 
Congo’s president vowed 
more protection for health 
workers and asked for co¬ 
operation from the region’s 
people. Years of deadly 


rebel attacks and instability 
have made residents wary 
of both outsiders and the 
government. If the Ebola 
outbreak continues “peo¬ 
ple will be scared to visit 
the region," Tshisekedi said. 
Since taking office early 
this year he has vowed to 
combat the region’s rebel 
groups. One woman who 
was leaving a treatment 
center Tuesday after re¬ 
covering from the hemor¬ 
rhagic fever caused by 
Ebola described her mixed 
feelings once she learned 
she had the virus. □ 
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In Libya, a rogues’ gallery of militias prepare for war 


By RAMI MUSA 
SAMY MAGDY 
Associated Press 
BENGHAZI, Libya (AP) — Lib¬ 
ya is on the verge of on all- 
out war involving a rogues’ 
gallery of militias, many of 
which ore little more than 
criminal gongs armed with 
heavy weapons. 

The country slid into chaos 
after the 2011 uprising, in 
which rebels overthrew 
and killed longtime dic¬ 
tator Moommar Gadhafi 
and looted his vast arse¬ 
nal. Even more weapons 
have flowed in since then, 
despite a U.N. arms em¬ 
bargo, as Arab states have 
backed local allies and 
Western nations have part¬ 
nered with militias to com¬ 
bat extremists and stem the 
flow of migrants. 

A former general is now 
marching on the capi¬ 
tal, Tripoli, where an array 
of militias — which have 
fought each other in the 
past — have for now joined 
forces to prevent a re¬ 
turn to one-man rule. The 
fighting has already killed 
around 150 people, ac¬ 
cording to U.N. figures. The 
International Crisis Group, a 
Washington- and Brussels- 
based think tank, said last 
week that the two main 
coalitions “appear equally 
matched,” with fighter jets, 
gunships and heavy artil¬ 
lery. 

HIFTER’S ARMY 

The self-styled Libyan Na¬ 
tional Army, led by Field 
Marshal Khalifa Hitter, 
launched a surprise offen¬ 
sive to retake Tripoli on April 
5. Hitter’s opponents view 
him as an aspiring dicta¬ 
tor, and one of his com¬ 
manders is wanted by the 
International Criminal Court 
for war crimes, accused of 
dozens of extrajudicial kill¬ 
ings. 

Hitter, who served as a mili¬ 
tary officer under Gadhafi 
before defecting in the 
1980s, has presented him¬ 
self as a strong leader who 
can unify the country. He 
has spent the last few years 
battling extremist groups 
and other rivals in eastern 
Libya with aid from the Unit¬ 
ed Arab Emirates, Egypt, 
Russia and France. He now 
controls most of eastern 
Libya, including the coun¬ 



This Sept. 21, 2018 file photo, shows fighters under the UN-backed government on the front lines 
during clashes in southern Tripoli. 


try’s main oil facilities, and 
has recently made inroads 
across the south. 

His forces include the rem¬ 
nants of Gadhafi’s army as 
well as tribal fighters and 
ultra-conservative Islamists 
known as Salafists. They ap¬ 
pear more like a regular 
army than their adversaries, 
with uniforms and a clear 
chain of command. The 
LNA is allied with other mili¬ 
tias from the western city of 
Zintan that were driven out 
of Tripoli in 2014. 

Hitter’s forces boast MiG 
fighter jets supplied by 
neighboring Egypt, as well 
as drones, attack helicop¬ 
ters and mine-resistant ve¬ 
hicles. 

Their heavy weapons and 
air power give them an 
advantage in open areas. 
But they have struggled in 
urban combat, and their 
campaigns in the east have 
left a swath of destruction 
in Benghazi and other cit¬ 
ies. A similar scenario could 
play out in Tripoli, with local 
militias luring Hitter’s forces 
into the city and fighting 
block by block. 

TRIPOLI MILITIAS 

The U.N. and Western na¬ 
tions support a transitional 
government set up in Tripoli 
in 2016 and led by Fayez 
Sarraj, a technocrat with 
no military experience. His 
government was forced to 


court powerful militias for its 
own protection, and these 
groups have vowed to re¬ 
pel Hitter’s forces. 

Wolfram Lacher, a Libya ex¬ 
pert at the German Institute 
for International and Secu¬ 
rity Affairs, says the main 
Tripoli militias dominate Ser- 
raj’s government and have 
infiltrated its institutions to 
pillage state resources. 
In a report published last 
year, he described them 
as "criminal networks strad¬ 
dling business, politics and 
administration.” 

They include the Special 
Deterrent Force, led by 
Salafist commander Abdel- 
Rauf Kara, which controls 
the entrances to Tripoli as 
well as Matiga, the capi¬ 
tal’s only functioning air¬ 
port. The Nawasi Brigade, 
led by Salafist Mustafa 
Qadro, controls the naval 
base that houses Serraj’s 
government. 

The Tripoli Revolutionaries 
Brigade is led by Haitham 
al-Tajuri, who was a bus 
driver before the 2011 up¬ 
rising but now tools around 
the capital in a white Mer¬ 
cedes SUV, sporting clothes 
by Versace and Dolce & 
Gabbana. His forces con¬ 
trol much of Tripoli, includ¬ 
ing the southern outskirts. 

A U.N. report in 2016 said 
al-Tajuri and his associates 
had threatened Central 
Bank employees in order 


Associated Press 

to receive letters of credit 
worth more than $20 mil¬ 
lion. His group was also be¬ 
hind the brief kidnapping 
of a former prime minister 
in 2017. 

MISRATA AND ZAWIYA 

The western towns of Misra- 
ta and Zawiya saw some of 
the heaviest fighting during 
the 2011 uprising and boast 
powerful local militias allied 
with the U.N.-backed gov¬ 
ernment. 

The Misrata militias secured 
U.S. military support for their 
campaign against the Is¬ 
lamic State group in 2016, 
eventually driving the ex¬ 
tremists from fheir main 
sfronghold in fhe cenfral 
cify of Sirfe. The Misrafans 
also have a large number 
of fanks fhey capfured from 
Gadhafi’s forces in 2011. 
Zawiya is home to the Mar¬ 
tyrs of Victory Brigade, an¬ 
other powerful militia that 
has joined the alliance 
against Hitter. Militiamen 
from Zawiya capfured 100 
of Hiffer’s fighfers fhe day 
affer he launched his of¬ 
fensive. 

The leader of fhe Marfyrs 
of Vicfory Brigade, Mah¬ 
moud Kachlaf, is under U.N. 
sancfions for allegedly run¬ 
ning a large migrant smug¬ 
gling network. He is ac¬ 
cused of working with the 
commander of the Libyan 
coast guard in Zawiya to 


intercept boats run by rival 
smuggling networks and 
then detain, abuse and ex¬ 
ploit migrants. 

LIBYA DAWN 

A loose alliance of militias, 
including some affiliated 
with the Muslim Brother¬ 
hood group, seized Tripoli 
in 2014 after their rivals won 
disputed parliamentary 
elections. The new parlia¬ 
ment relocated to eastern 
Libya and later allied itself 
with Hitter, resulting in com¬ 
peting governments. 

The militias, known as Libya 
Dawn, are widely believed 
to have received support 
from Turkey and Qafar, 
which are also believed fo 
have backed Islamisf fac¬ 
tions during fhe 2011 upris¬ 
ing. 

The Steadfastness Front, led 
by militia leader Saleh Badi, 
is seen as the successor to 
the alliance, which frac¬ 
tured after the U.N.-backed 
government was estab¬ 
lished. He is under U.N. and 
U.S. sanctions for repeaf- 
edly affacking forces allied 
wifh Serraj’s governmenf, 
mosf recenfly lasf Augusf. 
Buf for now, he is siding wifh 
them against Hitter. 

MIGRANT PATROLS 

After 2011, Libya emerged 
as a major conduit for refu¬ 
gees and migrants fleeing 
war and poverty in Africa 
for a better life in Europe. 
Thousands of migrants 
have perished while frying 
fo cross fhe Mediterranean 
in overcrowded boats while 
others have been detained 
and abused by smugglers 
and armed groups. 

The European Union has 
provided aid to Serraj’s 
government to help stem 
the flow of migrants, and 
Italy has provided vessels 
and training fo fhe Libyan 
coast guard. 

The Associated Press re¬ 
ported in 2017 that Italy 
had reached an agree¬ 
ment with the U.N.-backed 
government to pay militias 
implicated in trafficking to 
prevent migrants from de¬ 
parting from the port city of 
Sabratha. Security officials 
at fhe time warned that 
fhe groups would use fhe 
aid fo buy arms and recruit 
fighfers.G 
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Egypt lawmakers pass amendments now headed to referendum 



People walk past a banner supporting proposed amendments to the Egyptian constitution with a 
poster of Egyptian President Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi in Cairo, Egypt, Tuesday, April 16, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By SAMY MAGDY 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — Egypt's par¬ 
liament an Tuesday passed 
amendments ta the consti- 
tutian that cauld see Presi¬ 
dent Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi 
remain in power until 2030. 
The vote, which sends the 
amendments to a national 
referendum, was seen by 
critics as another step back 
to authoritarianism, eight 
years after a pro-democra¬ 
cy uprising ended autocrat 
Hosni Mubarak's three-de- 
cade rule. 

The 596-member assembly, 
packed with el-Sissi's sup¬ 
porters, overwhelmingly 
gave its initial approval in 
February, sending it to the 
Constitutional and Legisla¬ 
tive Affairs Committee to 
finalize the wording before 
Tuesday's final vate. 

Of the 554 lawmakers who 
attended the session, 531 
voted “yes,” 22 voted “no" 
and ane abstained. 

“Today we are concluding 
what we started in Febru¬ 
ary,” speaker Ali Abdel-AI 
said at the beginning of 
the session. “In this great 
day, we offer to the Egyp¬ 
tian people a draft bill of 
the constitutional amend¬ 
ments." 

The national referendum 
will likely take place before 
early May when the Muslim 


holy month of Ramadan 
starts. Since early April, the 
Egyptian capital has been 
awash with large posters 
and banners encaurag- 
ing people to vote in favor 
of the changes. In Cai¬ 
ro's central Tahrir Square, 
where mass protests be¬ 
came the symbol of the 
2011 anti-Mubarak uprising 
and of hopes for demo¬ 
cratic change in Egypt, the 


posters urge people to vote 
in the referendum. 

“Take part, say ... ‘yes' for 
the constitutional amend¬ 
ments,” says ane banner 
near the pro-gavernment 
Nation's Future Party. Most 
of the posters were appar¬ 
ently funded by pro-gov¬ 
ernment parties, business¬ 
men and lawmakers. 

The constitutional changes 
would only extend a presi¬ 


dent's term in office from 
four to six years and al¬ 
low for a maximum at two 
terms. But they also include 
a special article specific to 
el-Sissi that extends his cur¬ 
rent second four-year term 
to six years and allows him 
to run for another six-year 
term in 2024 — potentially 
extending his rule until 2030. 
Justifying this clause, speak¬ 
er Abdel-AI said it was 


aimed at “political justice 
... and the required stabil¬ 
ity." The February draft of 
the special article was dif¬ 
ferent, praposing ta allaw 
el-Sissi to run for two more 
six-year terms after his cur¬ 
rent term expires in 2022, 
possibly putting him at the 
helm of Egypt until 2034. 

No reason was given for 
the change, apparently 
made by the committee 
that drafted the final ver¬ 
sion of the text. 

Lawmaker Ahmed Khalil 
said his Salafi Nour party, 
which promotes strict ad¬ 
herence to sharia law, 
rejected the proposed 
changes because the con¬ 
stitution states that Egypt 
is a civilian state, which is 
understood by some peo¬ 
ple as a “secular country." 
Sharia law, ar Islamic law, is 
based an Islamic principles, 
particularly those found in 
the Quran and Fladith. 
Later in the day, he said his 
party approved the pro¬ 
posals after the speaker 
clarified that a civilian state 
doesn't mean a secular 
state. 

It has been nearly six years 
since el-Sissi led the military 
overthrow of the country's 
first freely elected but divi¬ 
sive Islamist president, Mo¬ 
hammed Morsi, after mass 
protests against his rule. □ 


Turkey’s ruling party wants Istanbul election voided, redone 



Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, his party’s mayoral 
candidate for Istanbul Binali Yildirim, his ministers Bekir 
Pokdemirli, AAevlut Cavusoglu and Suleyman Soylu, atttend 
funeral prayers for Mustafa Yozici during funeral prayers, in 
Istanbul, Saturday, April 13, 2019. 


By ZEYNEP BILGINSOY 
Associated Press 
ISTANBUL (AP) — Turkey’s 
ruling party on Tuesday 
asked that a recent mu¬ 
nicipal electian it lost in Is¬ 
tanbul be invalidated, as 
partial vote recounts in the 
city and the fight for the 
country’s commercial hub 
continued. 

The Justice and Develop¬ 
ment Party, or AKP, filed its 
“extraordinary abjection" 
to the March 31 election 
results for Istanbul metro¬ 
politan mayor with Turkey’s 
electoral board. Citing al¬ 
leged irregularities, the par¬ 
ty previously pushed for a 
recount of votes, and that 
process is still underway in 
one Istanbul district. 
President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan’s AKP and its na¬ 
tionalist ally wan a majar- 


ity of local election votes 
across Turkey but lost in the 
capital, Ankara. In Istanbul, 
unofficial contested results 
give the main opposition 
party’s mayoral candidate, 
Ekrem Imamoglu, a 13,827- 
vote lead over AKP candi¬ 
date Binali Yildirim. 


Associated Press 

That difference has 
dropped from some 25,000 
votes with the partial re¬ 
count. 

Speaking to reporters after 
filing the objection, Ali Ih- 
san Yavuz, the AKP’s depu¬ 
ty chairman, said their pre¬ 
vious request for a total re¬ 


count was not granted. Fie 
asserted that had all votes 
been recounted “this elec¬ 
tion would have resulted in 
our benefit." 

Fie said the elections were 
marred by “organized ir¬ 
regularity” and submitted 
three suitcases of docu¬ 
ments purportedly docu¬ 
menting fraud to the elec¬ 
toral board. 

The board is expected to 
rule on the ruling party's re¬ 
quest after all recounts are 
complete. If it accepts the 
AKP’s objection, Istanbul 
could repeat the election 
on June 2. 

Both Ankara and Istanbul 
had been held by Erdo¬ 
gan’s conservative, reli¬ 
gious-based party and its 
predecessor for 25 years. 
Istanbul, with its 15 million 
residents and strategic lo- 


caticn straddling Eurape 
and Asia, is Turkey's finan¬ 
cial and cultural heart. It 
made up 31% of Turkey's 
GDP of $851 billion in 2017 
and draws millions of tour¬ 
ists. 

The Istanbul metropolitan 
mayorship and its subsid¬ 
iaries had a total budget 
of $8.8 billion last year. The 
municipality has awarded 
lucrative contracts to busi¬ 
nesses close to the govern¬ 
ment over the years and 
offers huge financial re¬ 
sources and employment 
opportunities. 

Erdogan’s rise to power be¬ 
gan as Istanbul mayor in 
1994 and he has repeated 
numerous times in pre-elec¬ 
tion rallies: “Whoever wins 
Istanbul, wins Turkey" and 
“Whoever loses Istanbul, 
loses Turkey.”Q 
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Indonesia candidates: Metal fan, cleric, soldier, tycoon 



This combination photo taken on Saturday, April 13, 2019, left, 
and Sunday, April 7, 2019, right, show Indonesian President 
Joko Widodo, left, and his challenger in the upcoming election 
Prabowo Subionto during their campaign rallies in Jakarta, 
Indonesia. 


Associated Press 
JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) 

— Indonesia’s presidential 
election Wednesday pits 
incumbent Joko Widodo 
against former special forc¬ 
es Gen. Prabowo Subionto 
in a repeat of the 2014 con¬ 
test. Widodo, a furniture ex¬ 
porter and heavy metal fan 
who had a meteoric rise in 
Indonesian politics, chose 
a conservative Muslim cler¬ 
ic as his vice presidential 
candidate. Subionto's run¬ 
ning mote is a self-made 
tycoon. 

A look at the presidential 
and vice presidential can¬ 
didates: 

JOKO WIDODO 

Usually known as Jokowi, 
Widodo began his political 
career in the central Java¬ 
nese city of Solo and hit the 
big time when he became 
governor of Jakarta, Indo¬ 
nesia’s capital, in 2012. A 
down-to-earth style and 
reputation for clean gover¬ 
nance helped propel him 


to the presidency in 2014. 
Widodo, 57, was likened 
to Barack Obama, and 
progressive voters hoped 
that as the first Indonesian 
president from outside the 
Jakarta elite he would ad¬ 
dress a catalog of major 
human rights abuses in the 
country. But while in office, 
he has been unwilling to 
press for accountability that 


Associated Press 

threatens powerful institu¬ 
tions such as the military. 
Instead he has emphasized 
nationalism while also fend¬ 
ing off attacks that he is in¬ 
sufficiently Muslim. 
Widodo’s signature policy 
has been improving Indo¬ 
nesia’s poor infrastructure. 
He also continued the pov¬ 
erty alleviation policies of 
his predecessor. 


MA’RUF AMIN 

One of the most important 
religious figures in Muslim- 
majority Indonesia, Amin 
was selected as Widodo’s 
running mate to shore up 
his support among pious 
Muslims. He was chairman 
of Majelis Ulama Indone¬ 
sia, the country’s council 
of Islamic leaders, and su¬ 
preme leader of NahdIatuI 
Ulama, the world’s largest 
Muslim organization. 

But an avuncular persona 
belies Amin’s reactionary 
beliefs. 

Amin, 76, has been a vocal 
supporter and drafter of 
fatwas against religious mi¬ 
norities and LGBT people. 
Human Rights Watch says 
the fatwas, or edicts, have 
legitimized increasingly 
hateful rhetoric by govern¬ 
ment officials against LGBT 
people, and in some cases 
fueled deadly violence by 
Islamic militants against re¬ 
ligious minorities. 


PRABOWO SUBIANTO 

Subionto, a former special 
forces general who was dis¬ 
missed from the military in 
1998, is making his second 
run at the presidency after 
narrowly losing to Widodo 
in 2014. A strident national¬ 
ist, he has run a fear-based 
campaign, highlighting 
what he sees as Indone¬ 
sia’s weakness and the risk 
of exploitation by foreign 
powers or disintegration. 
Subionto, 67, has some¬ 
times highlighted a novel 
about a future world war 
that briefly mentions Indo¬ 
nesia as part of the basis for 
those fears. He was a star 
officer during the Suharto 
era and married the dicta¬ 
tor’s daughter. 

After Suharto was forced 
from office by social and 
economic chaos in 1998, 
Subionto was dismissed 
from the military. Soldiers 
under his command had 
kidnapped student activ¬ 
ists, some of whom remain 
missing. □ 


Russian court grants early release to would-be IS bride 



In this file photo token on Thursday, Dec. 22, 2016, Varvara 
Karaulova, who was detained last year in Turkey as she was 
reportedly trying to cross the border into Syria, sits in a cage in 
the Moscow District Military Court in Moscow, Russia. 

Associated Press 


By NATALIYA VASILYEVA 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — A Russian 
court on Tuesday granted 
parole to a Moscow stu¬ 
dent who was sent to prison 
for trying to join the Islamic 
State group in Syria. 

The court in Russia’s north¬ 
west upheld Varvara 
Karaulova’s plea to cut 
her prison sentence by 
one year and 10 days. The 
23-year old Moscow State 
University student was sen¬ 
tenced to 4'/2 years in pris¬ 
on in December 2016. 

She was arrested in Turkey, 


where she was trying to 
cross into Syria after her fa¬ 


ther filed a missing person’s 
report. 


At least 4,000 Russian citi¬ 
zens, mostly from predomi¬ 
nantly Muslim regions, have 
traveled to Syria and Iraq 
to join IS. Philosophy major 
Karaulova, from a middle- 
class, non-Muslim Moscow 
family, was unusual among 
Russian IS recruits who typi¬ 
cally hailed from impov¬ 
erished provincial back¬ 
grounds in the North Cau¬ 
casus. 

Karaulova, a convert to 
Islam, insists that she fell in 
love with a man she met 
online and wanted to mar¬ 
ry him in Syria but did not 


share the radical ideology 
of the IS. Her father had 
pleaded with the court to 
acquit Karaulova, saying 
that he was seeking help 
from Russian authorities 
by filing a missing person’s 
report, not vengeance 
against his daughter. 
Karaulova, who was ex¬ 
pelled from university short¬ 
ly after her arrest, told the 
court on Tuesday that her 
trip to Turkey was “the most 
foolish thing I have ever 
done in my life and the one 
I’m still punishing myself 
for.’’a 
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First Red Cross aid delivery lands in crisis-torn Venezuela 



A convoy of trucks arrive at a warehouse transporting from the international airport the first 
shipment International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies humanitarian aid, in 
Caracas, Venezuela, Tuesday, April 16, 2019. 


Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— The first shipment of hu¬ 
manitarian aid from the 
Red Cross arrived in Ven¬ 
ezuela on Tuesday, deliv¬ 
ering medicine and sup¬ 
plies for needy patients in 
a country whose president 
has long denied the exis¬ 
tence of a humanitarian 
crisis. 

Wcrkers in blue vests 
helped load boxes with the 
Federation of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Sacieties 
emblem onto trucks while 
leaders with the organiza¬ 
tion pleaded for officials to 
keep the aid out of the na¬ 
tion’s political dispute. 

“It will be distributed in 
conformance with the 
fundamental principles at 
cur mcvement, especially 
neutrality, impartiality and 
independence,” said Ma¬ 
rie Villarroel, president cf 
the Venezuelan Red Cross. 
“Don’t allow the politiciza¬ 
tion of this great achieve¬ 
ment.” 

The delivery of international 
humanitarian aid has be¬ 
come a focal point in Ven¬ 
ezuela’s power struggle, 
now in its third month af¬ 
ter eppesitien leader Juan 
Guaidc declared himself 
interim president. Both the 
opposition and the gevern- 
ment have been accused 


of politicizing the nation’s 
crisis, which rights groups 
say continues to cost lives 
as hcspitals struggle tc pre- 
vide even basic care. 
Guaido has rallied the in¬ 
ternational community and 
collected several hundred 
tons of aid, primarily from 
the United States, at the 
border in Colombia. But 
President Nicolas Maduro 
has previously refused to al¬ 
low it in. In February, state 
security forces blocked bor¬ 
der bridges and repressed 


opposition leaders trying to 
deliver the shipments. 

“We aren’t beggars,” Mad¬ 
ura said in justifying his de¬ 
nial. 

But as hundreds of thou¬ 
sands have taken to the 
streets protesting his rule 
this year, Madura has been 
pressed to address the na¬ 
tion’s shortages of essen¬ 
tial goods like food and 
medicine. He’s selectively 
chosen to accept aid from 
allies like China, framing it 
as a necessary measure 


Associated Press 

to confront U.S. economic 
sanctions. 

The delivery of any aid is 
tacit recegnition that his 
country is indeed in the 
throes of a humanitarian 
crisis, a notion he has long 
dismissed as appasition 
propaganda. 

In recent years, an esti¬ 
mated 3.7 million people 
have fled the South Ameri¬ 
can nation for neighboring 
countries like Colombia, 
many seeking health care 
for everything from minor 


infections to cancer treat¬ 
ment they can no longer 
obtain. Hospitals in Venezu¬ 
ela aften operate withaut 
essential supplies, asking 
patients to bring in surgical 
gear and medicine. 

A recent report by Human 
Rights Watch in collabora¬ 
tion with the Johns Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Pub¬ 
lic Health cancluded Ven¬ 
ezuela’s health system is 
in “utter collapse.” It cited 
increased levels of mater¬ 
nal and infant mortality, 
the spread at vaccine-pre¬ 
ventable diseases and high 
levels of child malnutrition. 
“The combination of medi¬ 
cine shortages and food 
shortages, together with 
the spread of diseases 
acrass Venezuela’s bar- 
ders, amaunts ta a com¬ 
plex humanitarian emer¬ 
gency,” the report states. 

In late March, the Red Crass 
federation announced it 
would soon begin deliver¬ 
ing assistance to an esti¬ 
mated 650,000 people and 
vowed that it would not 
accept interference from 
either side of the polarized 
cauntry. Federation Presi¬ 
dent Francesco Rocca said 
Red Crass warkers would fo¬ 
cus on the medical needs 
at haspitals, regardless of 
whether they are state-run 
or not.Q 


Brazil officials: Militias prevented oversight of buildings 



Residents watch as a helicopter prepares to take off carrying 
an injured woman rescued from fhe rubble of fwo buildings thaf 
collapsed in the Muzema neighborhood, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 
Friday, April 12, 2019. 


By C.H. Gardiner 
Associated Press 
RiO DE JANEiRO (AP) — 

Brazilian authorities said 
Monday they knew about 
structural risks in the area 
where a pair of buildings 
collapsed but were unable 
to act due to the threat 
posed by organized crime. 
Rio de Janeiro’s mayor’s 
office and firefighters said 
that 10 people, including 
five children, were killed 
when two buildings in the 
Itanhanga neighborhood 
fell last week. The most re¬ 
cent casualty was an adult 
woman found dead early 
Monday morning. 

“As of yet we have man¬ 
aged to rescue 10 people 
from the rubble but there is 
still evidence of 14 poten¬ 
tially missing peaple,” Sgt. 


Moses Torres of the Rio fire 
department tald The Assa- 
ciated Press. 

“We have a let more hope 
in situations like this, for ex¬ 
ample, than Brumadinha 
because the buildings col- 


Associated Press 

lapsed in such a way that 
they can sustain life for an 
extended periad,” Tarres 
said, referring to the Janu¬ 
ary failure of a mining dam 
which killed 228 people. 

On Monday, the state at¬ 


torney general’s office said 
that the twa buildings were 
part af an illegal construc¬ 
tion scheme led by militias. 
Such criminal organizations 
often take over suburban 
areas in Rio to build and sell 
unregulated housing in a 
process called “grilagem.” 
The affice said that it had 
observed militias con¬ 
ducting such business in 
the area at the collapsed 
buildings as far back as 
2005. But it said that courts 
had blocked legal actions 
to limit construction in the 
area. 

In January, a specialized 
anti-organized crime unit 
conducted an operation 
in the area ta arrest 13 indi¬ 
viduals associated with the 
militias, but residents said 
such greups centinued tc 


tax businesses and locals. 
Residents were using the 
cendemned structures up 
until their collapse last Fri¬ 
day after days of heavy 
rain. 

In February, Rio Mayor Mar- 
celo Crivella said that the 
city had been unable to 
make drainage improve¬ 
ments in the area due to 
militia activity, but police 
had secured the neighber- 
hoed and werk was under¬ 
way tc rescive the issues. 
“After being abandoned 
for so many years, 1 expect 
the area to be redeemed 
for Rio de Janeiro,” Crivella 
said at the time. 

He first met with commu¬ 
nity leaders in March 2017 
to announce a plan to 
improve sanitation in the 
area. □ 
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Hooked on Seafood 


PALM BEACH — For sublime seafood in Aruba go to the island's Premiere Seafood 
restaurant: Aqua Griii. This seafood-heaven piace is already a statement for years 
with a consistency in upscaie dining and top service. If you like to savor your sea¬ 
food, this is your piunge. We promise you that you will get hooked. 



The Core 

Secretly, we all know that the success of a restaurant has 
its core in the kitchen. That is where the chef creates his 
magic and for Aqua Grill the culinary team won a range 
of awards for their continuous delivery of haute-cuisine 
del mar. Classic seafood is mingled with contemporary 
ideas resulting in surprising dishes that soon made the res¬ 
taurant a must-dine, confirmed by established travel me¬ 
dia specialists like Fodor’s. 


The glow of Aqua Grill is obvious by entering the restaurant. The eclectic of a mod¬ 
ern and a traditional New England fish house style appeal and the open-view 
kitchen adds to the thrill. Let's see what is on the menu. Deep down delicious sea¬ 
food is what you are craving for and that is exactly what you will get. Welcome in 
the theatre of the sea, let us entertain you. 

Easter Elevation 

Part of the allure of fresh seafood is the variation of dishes. Aqua Grill prepared 
a special Easter Menu for you offering three courses of delicacies. Your appe¬ 
tizer can be a Spicy Tuna Tartar, a West Indian Fish Cake or a Caribbean Sea¬ 
food Chowder. For the entree you have the amazing choice between Blackened 
salmon. West Indian Curried Shrimp or Slow-roasted Rack of Lamb. This sensational 
menu will be topped off with an Easter Swirl Cake. As an extra added value you 
may start with the Oyster Bar Selection, fresh surprises from Flolland, Maine, New 
Brunswick or Massachusetts. Suggested wine that pairs the menu is Le Poussin 
Rose, Vin de France 2015 offering a blend of Grenache and Cinsault that bal¬ 
ances freshness, fruitiness and ripeness. 



Aqua Grill invites you to get hooked on the largest raw 
bar of the island and dive into the wine list of over one 
hundred selected choices. Local and international 
catches create an impressive menu including snapper, 
grouper, mahi-mahi, Chilean salmon, sashimi tuna. Main 
lobster and Alaskan king crabs. Non-seafood options are 
part of the menu selection as well. Many locals and visi¬ 
tors are already a regular, we are convinced you want to 
join that group after your first experience. □ 



Aqua Grill 

J.E. Irausquin Blvd. 374 
Phone: +297-586-5900 
Fox: +297-586-5901 

Follow us on: Facebook - Instogrom - website 
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Spotter's Day Expo by Jean-Pierre Maduro 



By Kenna Hernandez 
ORANJESTAD - Reina Bea¬ 
trix International Airport or¬ 
ganized an event ‘Spotter's 
Day' where 10 photogra¬ 
phers were chosen to show 
their photos that were tak¬ 
en at the airside. Yesterday 
the expo opened with the 
winning pictures. The win¬ 
ner is Jean-Pierre Maduro 
who won the prize, an ex¬ 


position of his ten preferred 
photos of airplanes on the 
wall where millions of trav¬ 
elers can admire and see 
the local art. 

Hendrik Croes, PR & Com¬ 
munications Officer of 
Aruba Airport Authority, 
explained about how the 
project started last year for 
the people that wanted to 



participate. They posted 
the event on social me¬ 
dia. “In our concept, we 
are one of the first in the 
Caribbean region where a 
photographer is allowed to 
take photos of an airplane 
in the airside area.” 

It is not normal that people 
can enter and take pic¬ 
tures, therefore we created 
the Spotter Day so spotters 
can have the freedom. The 
event took place 11th of 
August 2018. Different units 
worked together to make 
this event possible. More 
than 40 applicants partici¬ 
pated, but only ten were 
selected for this expo com¬ 
petition. 

Before they could enter the 
airside property, they had 
to undergo a safety pro¬ 
gram. After this training the 
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10 photographers with a 
team were allowed to enter 
the airside. “After the Spot¬ 
ter Day each one of these 
photographers needed to 
submit their 10 best photos 
and all of these were post¬ 
ed on social media in order 
for people to vote”, Croes 
explained. After count¬ 
ing the votes, result for the 
best spotter picture is Jean- 
Pierre Maduro, rewarded 
with a prize of an exposi¬ 
tion at the airport. Maduro 
was asked to choose his 
ten best pictures. 

CEO James Fazio said that 
when the airport team 
pitched the idea he simply 
loved it. “We have talent¬ 
ed people that captured 
amazing pictures of the air¬ 
planes, I congratulate Mr. 
Maduro for his excellent 
job and all the people that 
voted.” He adds that the 
airport is constantly busy 
and these pictures capture 
the energy at our airport. 
“We have millions of peo¬ 
ple that travel and they will 
get to see these pictures on 
the wall, showing off our lo¬ 
cal talent.” 

Maduro said that his de¬ 
sire has always been to be 
displayed at the airport. 
“When Hendrik organize 
this event, I realized it is 
something that I have been 
waiting for a long time. The 
day it happened, it was 
special to me. My inspira¬ 


tion is aviation, since I was 
a kid my mom took me to 
travel around so flying and 
photography is what I love 
to do”, he explains. 

He considers himself a cre¬ 
ative person when it comes 
to take pictures, trying to 
bring photos that normally 
people do not see about 
airplanes ‘I want to bring 
that to Aruba'. Nowadays 
he barely sees people do¬ 
ing aviation photography 
in the Caribbean and that 
is exactly one of the rea¬ 
sons he chose this. He says 
that he was so happy be¬ 
ing the whole day in the 
airport without any worries 
to eat or anything. His goal 
was to lay on the floor or 
doing whatever needed 
to be done ‘to capture the 
perfect shot because that is 
what I love'. □ 


Spotter's Day 2019 will 
be held on August 10, 
2019, and this time 
around both local and 
international plane 
spotters are invited 
to sign up for this 
unique opportunity. 
Follow Queen Beatrix 
International Airport on 
facebook, twitter and 
Instagram to receive 
more information and 
details on how to sign 
up for Spotter’s Day 
2019. 
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- WIN A SHARE OF UP TO- 

i/OOO in Free Slot Play 

Every Wednesdoy | 10am to Midnight 

Earn 25 points ond swipe at any kiosk to play. Win $25 to $250 
in Free Slot Play. Play up to five times each Wednesday. 

See Club fer delaih. 


Aruba to Me 

ORANJESTAD - We would like 
to portrait you! By inviting you 
to send us your favorite va¬ 
cation picture while enjoying 
our Happy Island. Complete 
the sentence: Aruba to me is 

. Send your picture with 

that text (including your name 
and where you are from) to: 
news@arubatoday.com and 
we will publish your vacation 
memory. Isn’t that a special 
way to keep your best mo¬ 
ments olive? Please do note: 
By submitting photos, text 
or any other materials, you 
give permission to The Aruba 
Today Newspaper, Carib¬ 
bean Speed Printers and any 
of its affiliated companies to 
use said materials, as well as 
names, likeness, etc. for pro¬ 
motional purposes wifhouf 
compensation. 

Last but not least: check out 
our website and Fccebook 
page! Thank you for support¬ 
ing our free newspaper, we 
strive to moke you o happy 
reader every day ogoinO 



Have a look at 

Helen Pietchel from 
Massachusetts. She send 
us this great picture and 
wrote: 

‘‘Aruba to me is . 

Simply the Best! 

This picture was taken at the 
Bohemian Restaurant, a new 
garden restaurant with a 
French fiair. We are dining in 
the “cocoon” 
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Tickle your Taste Buds with Tierra del Sol 



NOORD — There is a place on the Northern port of the 
island that mokes up for your perfect dream night. The 
location: the island’s rugged north coast and blue ocean 
forming your panoramic from Tierra del Sol’s restaurant, 
either from the poolside outdoor terrace or from the 
elegant indoor restaurant. The offering: From breakfast to 
dinner excellent cuisine, friendly service, and a gorgeous 
setting, but now even more special with the NEW ‘All You 
Can Taste’ concept - on from Tuesdays to Saturdays from 
6PM-10PM. 



Tune in for an experience that will give dining 
another perspective. We are not talking about 
the standard 3-course menu, but about a 
journey through taste-land. The Restaurant at 
Tierra del Sol invites you to taste as many tapa- 
sized items as you wish from their extensive fine 
dining menu. 

Fresh Oysters, Tuna Crab Duo, Bruchetta 
Caprese, Portobello Mushroom, Smoked Beef 


Tataki or Chicken Curry Waldorf Salad are 
only some of the welcoming dishes. For the 
main courses you can decide for Skirt Steak, 
Duck Venison Duo or Pumpkin Risotto among 
others and to top it off with a sweet surrender 
a Duo of Quesillo & Brownie, Melon Martini or 
Cheesecake are one of the choices. This all for 
a special price and including a glass of sangria. 
Indulge into this culinary discovery at the most 
romantic scenery of our One Happy Island.Q 



TIERRA DEL SOL RESTAURANT 
https://www.tierradelsol.com/dining/ 
Phone: (+297) 586-7800 Ext. 231 
Email: restaurant@tierradelsol.com 
Tuesday - Saturday 8:00am - 10:00pm 
Sunday 11:00am - 3:00pm 


The Aruba Tourism Authority honor ioyai visitors on the isiand 


ORANJESTAD — Recently, 
Kimberley Richardson of 
the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity had the great pieasure 
to honor Aruba’s ioyai and 
friendiy visitors as Goodwiil 
Ambassador. The Goodwiil 
Ambassador is presented 
on behalf of the Minister of 
Tourism, as a token of ap¬ 
preciation to the guests 
who visit Aruba 20 years 
and more consecutively. 


The honorees were the 
lovely Adrienne and Vin¬ 
cent D’Alessio from New 
York who hove been visit¬ 
ing Aruba for 30 years con¬ 
secutively. 

These wonderful people 
stated that they love the 
island very much, espe¬ 
cially for the year-round 
sunny weather, nice sandy 
beaches, its safety, the de¬ 
licious variety of foods and 


Aruba's warm and friendly 
people. 

Ms. Richardson together 
with the representatives of 
the Renaissance Ocean 
Suites presented the certifi¬ 
cate to the honorees, and 
also handed over some 
presents and thanked 
them for choosing Aruba as 
their favorite vacation des¬ 
tination and as their home 
away from home.Q 
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Friday, April 192019 
6.30 pm, at Beth Israel 

Adrian LaeJe 6ou/ev<]rd no, 2 


Seats are limited! 



Please confirm your assistance and pay¬ 
ment via our website: 
bethisraelaruba.com no later than 
April 15,2019 

For more information and/or questions 
contact Rabbi Daniel Kripperat 
rabbifgjbgthisraeLcom or 297 - 5S23272 
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A weekly calendar with a selection of what’s going on in Aruba 


Wednesday 17 

Bohemian Restaurant 

• Enjoy the best paella on the 
island, wine-pairing, some 
flamenco & Rumba Gitana 
music and a beautiful garden 
at this new kid in town. 

• Starts at 8:00 PM 

• At the corner of Barcelo 
Restaurant 

• Facebook Bohemian 




Thursday 18 

Full Moon Yoga 

• Just like the ocean tides, the full moon 
influences our own rhythms, enhancing 
whatever we are strongly feeling at 
the time. Through yoga, we can tap 
into this potent lunar energy to restore 
balance between feeling grounded yet 
expansive, dreamy yet called to action. 
The full moon is a powerful time to set 
your intentions and move mindfully! 

Find them at Arashi Beach - look for 
candles, torch lights and a sacred 
gathering of people. 

• From 8:30PM-9:30PM 

• Arashi Beach, Noord 

• Facebook: Island Yoga 


Friday 19 

Good Friday- Crusade 

• The passion of the Christ 
crusade will be presented 
for the public on the streets 
surrounding the church of 
Fatima in Dakota. 

• From 10:00AM 

• Church Fatima, Dakota 

• Facebook: Misa Birgen di 
Fatima 




Saturday 20 

Celebrate with Rancho 

• The Rancho Foundation is celebrating 9 years. This is a great reason 
to spend a day with them. There will be a great exhibition of 
pictures, book sales, lot of ambience, good food and a great time 
to mingle with the locals. 

• From 6:00PM-8:00PM 

• Centro di Actividad Rancho, Koningstraat 38, Oranejstad. 

• Facebook: Stichting Rancho 



Sunday 21 

Easter Brunch at Solanio 

• Celebrate Easter at Solanio and indulge in an exclusive brunch 
featuring an incredible display of tempting palate-pleasers, 
sweet treats and mimosa. 

• From 12:00PM-3:00PM 

• The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba 

• Facebook: The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba 


Monday 22 

Carnival Night at Eagle Aruba 

• Dance the night away with 
live steel pan music and a 
spectacular carnival show. 
Experience some delicious 
local dishes and take home 
hand crafted artifacts. 

• From 6:00 PM-8:00 PM 

• Eagle Aruba Resort Courtyard 

• Facebook Eagle Aruba Resort 
& Casino 




Tuesday 23 
Ling & Sons 

• Take advantage of the 20% discount on al fruits and vegetables. 
It’s a great day for shopping. 

• From 7:30 AM till 9 PM 

• Schotlandstraat 41, Oranjestad 

• Facebook Ling and Sons IGA Super Center 






















A18| 

WEDNESDAY 17 APRIL 2019| 


SPORTS 


Djokovic 
labors into 
Monto 
Carlo Srd 
round with 
scrappy win 

By JEROME PUGMIRE 
AP Sports Writer 
MONACO (AP) — Two-time 
champion Novak Djokovic 
struggled with his serve at 
times but reached the third 
round of the Monte Carlo 
Masters with a scrappy 6-3, 
4-6, 6-4 win over Philipp 
Kohlschreiber on Tuesday. 
Djokovic double-faulted 
eight times and needed 
five match points to beat 
Kohlschreiber, who lost 
eight of their previous 10 
matches but secured a 
rare win in the third round 
at Indian Wells last month. 
He caused problems 
again for the top-ranked 
Djokovic in an error-strewn 
match which featured 
eight straight breaks of 
serve from when Kohlsch¬ 
reiber led 2-1 in the second 
set. Midway through that, 
Djokovic needed treat¬ 
ment for a couple of min¬ 
utes on his right thumb. He 
appeared to hurt it while 
sliding at the baseline dur¬ 
ing the fifth game. 

“I lost my serve four games 
in a row in the second set, 
and that hasn't happened 
too many times in my life,” 
Djokovic said. “I’m not a 
big server, but still, that’s 
quite a lot. It just didn’t feel 
so comfortable serving to¬ 
day. Let’s put it that way.” 
After Kohlschreiber 

dropped serve at the start 
of the deciding set — the 
eighth straight service 
break — Djokovic saved 
break points before hold¬ 
ing for 2-0. The 15-time 
Grand Slam champion, 
who will aim to win a fourth 
straight major when the 
French Open starts next 
month, then upped his 
level. 
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Wilson sticks with Seahawks, becomes highest paid player 



In this Jan. 27, 2019, file photo, NFC quarterback Russell Wilson 
of the Seattle Seahawks runs onto the field during player 
introductions before the NFL Pro Bowl football gome against the 
AFC in Orlando, Flo. 


By TIM BOOTH 
AP Sports Writer 
RENTON, Wash. (AP) — Rus¬ 
sell Wilson is sticking around 
with the Seattle Seahawks 
as the highest paid player 
in the NFL. 

Wilson posted a video on 
social media early Tuesday 
saying, “Seattle, we got a 
deal,” shortly otter agree¬ 
ing to a $140 million, tour- 
year extension with the 
Seahawks, his agent Mark 
Rodgers told The Associ¬ 
ated Press. Wilson's new 
deal runs through the 2023 
season and includes a $65 
million signing bonus, a no¬ 
trade clause and $107 mil¬ 
lion in guaranteed money. 
Wilson’s per year average 
of $35 million tops Aaron 
Rodgers' average annual 
salary of $33.5 million as 
part of the $134 million ex¬ 
tension he signed last year 
with the Green Bay Pack¬ 
ers. Wilson's current $87.6 
million, four-year deal was 
signed at the beginning of 
training camp in 2015 and 
was set to expire after next 
season. 

“Russell’s goal and his 
hope was that he would 
continue his career with 
the Seahawks and contin¬ 
ue to bring championships 
to this town,” Rodgers said. 
“He believes there is still un¬ 
finished business and he is 
looking forward to pursu¬ 
ing that without having to 
worry about contracts and 
his future.” 

The 30-year-old Wilson had 
set a midnight deadline for 
a new deal with Seattle. He 
wanted certainty about his 
contract before the start 
of the team's offseason 
workout program, which 
began on Monday. Wil¬ 
son showed up for the first 
day and by the end of the 
night was posting a video 
with wife Ciara announc¬ 
ing the agreement. 

The deal ends the debate 
about Wilson’s future with 
the Seahawks, although 
there seemed to be little 
doubt he would remain 
in Seattle for a while. The 
team held leverage know¬ 
ing it likely had at least 
three more seasons with 
Wilson under center. Even 
if he played out 2019 un¬ 
der his current deal, Se¬ 
attle could have used the 


franchise tag if needed to 
keep him under contract 
through 2020 and 2021 at a 


Associated Press 

reasonable price by quar¬ 
terback standards. 

But the extension allows Se¬ 


attle to budget for the fu¬ 
ture knowing how to work 
with Wilson's hefty pay- 
check in the years ahead 
and build a contender 
around the former third- 
round pick that has devel¬ 
oped into a franchise QB. 
Wilson’s new deal was go¬ 
ing to have to top the ex¬ 
tension signed by Rodg¬ 
ers before the start of last 
season. Wilson was the 
second-highest paid player 
in football behind Rodgers 
when his deal was signed in 
2015, but had fallen to the 
12th highest-paid QB in the 
league, according to Over- 
thecap.com. 

The five-time Pro Bowl se¬ 
lection is coming off argu¬ 
ably his best season as Se¬ 
attle went a surprising 10-6 
and earned an NFC wild 
card before losing to Dallas 


in the opening round of the 
playoffs. It was supposed to 
be a rebuilding year, but 
the Seahawks were ahead 
of schedule thanks to their 
return to a run-first offense 
and Wilson's exceptional 
performance when tasked 
to throw. The 5-foot-11 
Wilson threw for a career- 
high 35 touchdowns and 
matched his career low 
with seven interceptions. 
He attempted only 427 
passes — his lowest total 
since his second season 
when Seattle won the Su¬ 
per Bowl — but his efficien¬ 
cy was a career best with a 
110.9 passer rating. He also 
ran only 67 times, a career 
low, as the improved run 
game and offensive line 
play allowed Wilson to stay 
in the pocket more and 
scramble for his life less. □ 


.1 



DOUBLE YOUR WtN I Redeem only at Blackjack Tables, 


- - ^ 


Raflee not©: Umit one per pereorr, 
per day. Must be 18 yeers or dder. 
Coupon Is valid for tourist end rocals 
and Is not redeemabfe for cash. 

Not valid with any other pfomotton. 
Management reserves tlie right to 
change pfomot^orr withcsut notice. 


LcKilAd RJu Amitin tn fonnerl^ ThA Wntin RnofL 


•to 


Slot 

Play 


Please note: Receive S10 FREE Slot 
Play when you sign up and become a VIP 
Player^s Club Member. Limit one per 
person. Must be 18 years or older.Photo ID 
required upon redemptron of this coupon. 
CouFwn is not redeemable for cash. 
Management reserves the right to change 
promotion without notice. 


DOUBLE YOUR WIN I Redeem at Hostess Desk. 



Bonus 


LADAtAd At Rlu AntlKlas u formally Th* W««dn Rasort. 


Poker 

Room 

Please note: Buy in 
for $2G0 or more Sl receive 
extra $20 bonus, one hour 
minimum pFayi 


Valid once per night 


(Sxoifuy 

LocolAfl al rVu Antillaa aa fumMrfy tDa Wettfn Pleaart 












WEDNESDAY 17 APRIL 


,^9ISP0RTS 




' TODAY: 5-Bpm& 10-11pm 


PRICES on Mojito 
bsere; Bafasbi & Chtfl 



. *, loratGdatDePafmPrer 
Petiveenthe HiJton Resort and Riu HoteJ 


_ 1 

tiiStTsss-hm 1 

info^bugaloe-wm 


Warriors squander 31 -point iead, Ciippers tie series at 1 -1 



Brooklyn Nets’ D’Angelo Russell, left, tries to get to the basket against Philadelphia 76ers’ Ben 
Simmons, right, of Australia, during the second half In Game 2 of a first-round NBA basketball 
playoff series, Monday, April 15, 2019, In Philadelphia. 


By JANIE McCauley 
AP Sports Writer 
OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) — Lou 

Williams led the Los Angeles 
Clippers to the largest post¬ 
season comeback in NBA 
history. 

Landry Shamet hit a go- 
ahead 3-pointer with 16.5 
seconds left, Stephen Cur¬ 
ry couldn’t answer on the 
other end, and the Clippers 
somehow rallied from 31 
points down on the road to 
stun the Golden State War¬ 
riors 135-131 on Monday 
night and even their first- 
round playoff series at one 
game apiece. 

The comeback topped 
a 29-point rally by the Los 
Angeles Lakers in the 1989 
Western Conference semi¬ 
finals over Seattle. The Clip¬ 
pers confirmed it's the best 
comeback ever. 

“That’s a record we didn’t 
necessarily want to have. 
We’ll take it,” Williams said. 
“You’re competitive and 
you get lost in the game. 
Once you cut the lead to 
12, you cut the lead to 10, 
then you realize you’ve got 
a game going. I’m one of 
those guys who can get 
hot.” 

Curry scored 29 points and 
put the Warriors up 131-128 
with 58 seconds left be¬ 
fore Shamet’s dagger on a 
night the two-time defend¬ 
ing NBA champions lost 
DeMarcus Cousins to a leg 
injury in the first quarter. 
“We changed a couple 
things offensively and de¬ 
fensively in the third on 
the fly. If worked out for 
us. But I thought it was our 
spirit more than anything,” 
Clippers coach Doc Riv¬ 
ers said. “Just every single 
guy. I loved the end of the 
game.” 

Williams tied the game on 
a jumper with 1:10 to play 
then Curry immediately 
answered. Williams scored 
again at 46 seconds and 
finished with 36 points and 


made 8 of 10 free throws in 
as the teams combined for 
64 fouls and 76 free throws 
attempted. 

“When I say we stopped 
playing, we stopped play¬ 
ing, like defense, offense, 
execution-wise we were 
not as engaged as we 
needed to be,” Warriors 
coach Steve Kerr said. “We 
got exactly what we de¬ 
served. The Clippers were 
great. They executed, they 
were hungry, they stayed 
connected. They were to¬ 
gether.” 

Cousins injured his left 
quadriceps muscle in the 
first quarter and was done 
for fhe game, but Golden 
State’s depth shined and 
the Warriors built a 23-point 
halftime lead they pushed 
to a 31-point advantage 
before failing to hold off Los 
Angeles late. 

Williams’ jumper and three- 
point play with 5:34 left 
pulled the Clippers within 
120-117 then he rebound¬ 
ed his own miss and scored 
the putback at the 5:05 


mark and cut it to 121-119. 
“The wheels fell off,” Curry 
said. Cousins was sched¬ 
uled to undergo an MRI 
exam after the injury in just 
his second career playoff 
game following a nine-year 
wait. The big man returned 
in January from a nearly 
year-long absence follow¬ 
ing surgery for a forn leff 
Achilles fendon. “There’s a 
preffy significant quad in¬ 
jury,” Kerr said. 

Cousins hobbled to the 
locker room at the 8:09 
mark of the first quarter. 
At the 8 1/2-minute mark 
Cousins stole the ball from 
Patrick Beverley in the back 
court and tried to retrieve 
the loose ball when went 
down in front of fhe Golden 
State bench and grabbed 
at his left quad. 

LeBron James tweeted 
prayers for Cousins, who 
fouled out of Saturday’s 
121-104 Game 1 win with 
nine points, nine rebounds 
and four assists in 21 min¬ 
utes. Kevon Looney picked 
up the bulk of the extra min- 
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utes in Cousins’ absence 
and scored a career-high 
19 points making all six of his 
shots but the Warriors had 
their seven-game postsea¬ 
son winning streak snapped 
that dated to last year’s 
run to a repeat champion¬ 
ship. Durant had 21 points, 
five rebounds and five as- 
sisfs, Klay Thompson scored 
17 points and Draymond 
Green 14 with nine assists. 
Curry followed up a 
38-point performance in 
Game 1 that gave him the 
most 3s in postseason histo¬ 
ry with another nice show¬ 
ing but Golden State hurt it¬ 
self with too many miscues. 
The Warriors committed 21 
turnovers in Game 1, then 
22 more Monday — nine by 
Durant. 

“We let our guard down. 
We weren’t the aggressors 
anymore. We didn’t de¬ 
serve to win that game,” 
Thompson said. 

Los Angeles wanted to do 
a better job stopping the 
late bursts each quarter 
the Warriors had in Game 


1, and the Clippers were 
somehow able to claw 
their way back. 

Both coaches challenged 
their teams to be more 
poised in Game 2 following 
the ejections of Beverley 
and Durant in the opener. 
Beverley again pushed the 
limits but the sides avoid¬ 
ed a testy encore, and he 
fouled out with 4:33 to go 
to roaring cheers from fhe 
sellout crowd. Kevin Durant 
fouled out at 1:21 with a 
third straight offensive foul. 
76ERS 145, NETS 123 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Ben 
Simmons had 18 points, 
12 assists and 10 rebounds 
and the 76ers had an an¬ 
swer for the pesky Nets in 
a win to even their Eastern 
Conference playoff series. 
Simmons had a disastrous 
Game 1, on the court (nine 
points) and from a PR per¬ 
spective after he criticized 
fans for booing during a 
game the Sixers were never 
really in. He backtracked 
the next day at practice 
and never gave another 
20,591 fans a chance to 
do anything but roar in 
approval in Game 2. Sim¬ 
mons flashed the All-Star 
form that helped lead the 
Sixers to 51 wins, and was 
aggressive from tipoff. He 
used his size and speed to 
attack the lane and scored 
16 points in the half — and 
then put the game away in 
the third. 

The Sixers busted the game 
open with a 14-0 run to 
start the second half and 
then stretched the lead to 
20 on a Simmons steal and 
fastbreak basket. With a 
packed house standing, 
Simmons got a massive 
ovation when he cupped 
his hand to his right ear just 
like Iverson did in his prime. 
Iverson and former Sixers 
teammafe Dikembe Mu- 
tombo offended the game 
and tossed T-shirts into the 
crowd. □ 
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Hurricanes blank Caps 5-0 in 1st home playoff game since ‘09 



Washington Capitals’ Alex Ovechkin, right, of Russia, punches Carolina Hurricanes' Andrei 
Svechnikov, also of Russia, during the first period of Game 3 of an NHL hockey first-round playoff 
series in Raleigh, N.C., Monday, April 15, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By The Associated Press 
RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Rook¬ 
ie forward Warren Foegele 
had two goals and an as¬ 
sist, Petr Mrazek earned his 
fourth career postseason 
shutout and the Carolina 
Hurricanes won their first 
home playoff game in a 
decade, rauting the Wash- 
ingtan Capitals 5-0 on Mon¬ 
day night. 

Daugie Hamiltan alsa 
scared two goals. Brack 
McGinn had a late gaal 
and an assist and Jaccob 
Slavin had two assists as the 
rapid-fire Hurricanes out- 
shot Washington 45-18 to 
cut the defending Stanley 
Cup champions’ lead to 
2-1 in the best-of-seven se¬ 
ries. 

Playing with just 10 farwards 
after lasing two to injuries in 
the first period, Carolina ef¬ 
fectively railed with three 
lines the rest of the way 
and fed off an amped-up 
crowd releasing 10 years of 
pent-up frustration with ev¬ 
ery hit. 

Mrazek finished with 18 
saves in his fifth career 
playoff victory — the last 
faur have been shutauts. 


Djokovic 

Continued from Page 18 

He held to love for 4-2 and 
saved a break point to go 
5-3 up, forcing his 35-year- 
old German opponent to 
serve to stay in the match. 
Kohlschreiber saved a first 
match point at 30-40 with 
a sublime drap shat and 
held. 

Serving for the match, 
Djokovic fluffed another 
three match points. After 
finally sealing the victory 
when Kohlschreiber’s return 
landed long, he whacked 
the ball away in frustration 
and then whipped anather 
ane up into the crowd. 
Djokovic, who lost in the 
fourth round of the Miami 
Open last month, seemed 
irritable at times and 
smashed his racket into 
the ground at 4-2 down 
in the second set. Later in 
the second, he lobbed his 
racket at the ball when re¬ 
trieving a shot at the base¬ 
line and inadvertently sent 
it inta the crowd. 


Braden Haltby stepped 
40 shots for Washington, 
which had its six-game 
postseason winning streak 
snapped. The Capitals 
were shut out in the play¬ 
offs for the first time since 
2017. 

The first postseason game 
in Raleigh since 2009 was a 
physical, barderline violent 
affair, headlined by Alex 
Ovechkin’s first career play¬ 
off fight, one that sent Hurri¬ 
canes roakie Andrei Svech- 
nikov’s head crashing onto 
the ice and knocked him 
out of the game. 

MAPLE LEAFS 3, BRUINS 2 
TORONTO (AP) — Auston 
Matthews scored his first 
goal af the playaffs and set 
up anather as Toronta beat 
Bastan ta take a 2-1 lead in 
their Eastern Conference 
quarterfinal. 

Andreas Jahnsson, also 
with a goal and an assist, 
and Trevor Moore provided 
the rest of the offense for 
the Maple Leafs. Frederik 
Andersen made 34 saves. 
David Krejci and Charlie 
Cayle scored for the Bru¬ 
ins. Tuukka Rask stopped 31 
shots. 


“The positive of today (is) 
hanging in there, fighting 
and grinding,” the 31-year- 
old Djokovic said. “In a way 
it’s good I got to spend 
two-and-a-half hours on 
the court in my opening 
match at the clay season. 
This surface is very de¬ 
manding physically.” 

He next faces the winner 
of a second-round match 
between American Taylor 
Fritz and Argentina’s Diego 
Schwartzman. 

Also Tuesday, three-time 
Grand Slam champion 
Stan Wawrinka faltered in 
his secand-round match 
against last year’s French 
Open semifinalist Marco 
Gecchinato after leading 
by a set and a break, losing 
0-6, 7-5, 6-3 to the Italian. 
Wild-card entry Jaume Mu- 
nar of Spain also went a set 
and a break up against No. 
9 Borna Coric of Croatia, 
but was beaten 6-7 (3), 7-6 
(7), 6-4. 

In ether second-raund 
play, Argentine Guide Pel- 


Less than an hour before 
puck drop, the Maple Leafs 
learned center Nazem 
Kadri had been suspended 
for the rest of the series for 


la downed seventh-seed¬ 
ed Marin Cilic 6-3, 5-7, 6-1, 
breaking the imposing Cro¬ 
atian’s serve eight times. 
There was another upset 
as Italian qualifier Lorenzo 
Sonego won 7-6 (4), 6-4 
against eighth-seeded Rus¬ 
sian Karen Khachanav. 

In remaining first-round 
matches, 18-year-old Ca¬ 
nadian Felix Auger-Alias- 
sime won 7-5,7,6 (5) against 
Juan Ignacio Londero and 
next faces No. 3 Alexander 
Zverev. 

Fritz was 6-4, 2-0 ahead 
against Jo-Wilfried Tsonga 
when his opponent retired 
with a lower back injury. 
Defending champion Ra¬ 
fael Nadal, who is seeking 
a record-extending 12th ti¬ 
tle here, is in second-round 
action Wednesday against 
Spanish countryman Ro¬ 
berto Bautista Agut. Nadal 
has not played since pull¬ 
ing out with a right knee 
injury ahead of his Indian 
Wells semifinal against Rag- 
er Federer. □ 


his vicious cross-check to 
the head af Bruins winger 
Jake DeBrusk in the third 
period of Game 2. 

Game 4 is Wednesday 
night in Taranto. 
AVALANCHE 6, FLAMES 2 
DENVER (AP) — Nathan 
MacKinnon scored twice in 
the first period and set up 
newly signed rookie Cale 
Makar’s first NHL goal in his 
debut as Colorado routed 
Calgary ta take a 2-1 lead 
in their first-round playoff 
series. Matt Nieta added 
a short-handed goal, and 
Mikko Rantanen and Erik 
Jahnson also scored for 
the wild-card Avalanche, 
who built a 6-1 lead early 
in the third period and fin¬ 
ished with 56 shots. Philipp 
Grubauer was credited 
with 27 saves. 

MacKinnon had twa paw- 
er-play goals. But the gaal 
af the night was turned 
in by Makar, the 20-year- 
ald defenseman who was 
signed Sunday and jumped 
into Colorado's postsea¬ 
son lineup two days after 
his college season ended 
when Massachusetts lost 
in the Frozen Four champi¬ 
onship game. Makar, who 
grew up a Flames fan in 
Calgary, was the faurth 
averall draft pick by the 


Avalanche in 2017. 

It didn’t take long for him 
to make a big impact. He 
scared an his first NHL shot 
as his parents celebrated in 
the stands. 

Sam Bennett and TJ Brodie 
scored for the Flames, the 
top seed in the Western 
Conference. Game 4 is 
Wednesday night in Den¬ 
ver. 

PREDATORS 3, STARS 2 
DALLAS (AP) — Mikael 
Granlund scored on a wrist 
shot from just inside the 
blue line with 8:19 left and 
Nashville, after blawing a 
two-gaal lead, beat Dallas 
for a 2-1 lead in their West¬ 
ern Conference series. 
Granlund, acquired in a 
trade with Minnesota in 
late February, got the puck 
from Dante Fabbro after 
Kyle Turris won a faceoff 
against Stars captain Ja¬ 
mie Benn. Rocco Grimaldi 
scared in his secand game 
in a raw far the Predatars, 
and Filip Forsberg had a 
perfectly timed play for a 
goal. Pekka Rinne made 40 
saves. 

Tyler Seguin and Mats Zuc- 
carello scored for the Stars. 
After three consecutive 
one-goal games. Game 
4 is Wednesday night in 
Dallas.Q 
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Yelich’s 3 homers lift Brewers to 10-7 win over Cardinals 


By The Associated Press 
MILWAUKEE (AP) — Chris¬ 
tian Yelich hit three hom¬ 
ers, including a pair of 
three-run shots, and drove 
in a career-high seven runs 
to power the Milwaukee 
Brewers post the St. Louis 
Cardinals 10-7 on Monday 
night. 

Yelich, the reigning NL MVP, 
hit his first three-run homer 
to cap a six-run second in¬ 
ning. After St. Louis tied it 
with three runs in the sixth, 
Yelich answered in the bot¬ 
tom half with a towering 
three-run blast to right off 
Mike Mayers (0-1). 

Yelich capped his night 
with his eighth homer this 
season, going deep to 
lead off the eighth. He also 
lined out in the first and was 
walked intentionally in the 
fourth. 

Junior Guerra (1-0) worked 
1 2/3 innings for the victory. 
Josh Hader struck out the 
side in the ninth after allow¬ 
ing Marcell Ozuna’s sixth 
home run to open the in¬ 
ning. 

DODGERS 4, REDS 3 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Joe 

Pederson hit a two-run 
homer in the bottom of the 
ninth inning to give Los An¬ 
geles a comeback victory 
over Cincinnati in Clayton 
Kershaw's season debut. 
Raisel Iglesias (0-3) walked 
pinch-hitter David Freese 
leading off before Peder¬ 



Milwaukee Brewers' Christian Yeiich watches his home run 
against the St. Louis Cardinals during the eighth inning ot a 
baseball game Monday, April 15, 2019, in Milwaukee. It was 
Yelich’s third home run ot the game. 

Associated Press 


son homered to right field, 
pointing into the Dodgers 
dugout and thumping his 
chest as he left the box. 
The Reds had taken a 3-2 
lead in the top of the inning 
on former teammate Matt 


Kemp's RBI single. 

Retired broadcaster Vin 
Scully got Dodger Stadi¬ 
um buzzing with a surprise 
pregame appearance to 
celebrate Jackie Robinson 
Day. 


Kershaw then gave Los An¬ 
geles a lift, even though 
the three-time Cy Young 
Award winner didn’t fac¬ 
tor in the decision. Kershaw 
had been bothered by 
left shoulder inflammation 
in spring training. The left¬ 
hander allowed two runs 
and five hits in seven in¬ 
nings. He struck out six and 
walked none. 

Kenley Jansen (1 -0) got the 
win. Former Dodger Yasiel 
Puig made his presence felt 
immediately, hammering a 
two-run shot in the first off 
Kershaw. Puig received a 
mix of boos and cheers. 

The Dodgers lost NL home 
run leader Cody Bellinger 
in the third when he got 
drilled on the right kneecap 
by a 95 mph pitch from Luis 
Castillo. 

METS 7, PHILLIES 6, 11 IN¬ 
NINGS 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Juan 
Lagares scored from sec¬ 
ond base on Michael Con- 
forto's hard grounder in the 
11th inning and New York 
beat Philadelphia. 

Lagares led off with an 
infield single against Pat 
Neshek (0-1), and Brandon 
Nimmo walked. Two outs 
later, Conforto hit a sharp 
grounder that first baseman 
Rhys Hoskins couldn't field 
for an error. The ball trickled 
to second baseman Cesar 
Hernandez and Lagares 
kept running, scoring eas¬ 


ily because the throw was 
way off target. 

Luis Avilan (1-0) pitched 
out of trouble in the 10th, 
stranding runners on sec¬ 
ond and third. Edwin Diaz 
struck out the side for his 
sixth save in six tries and his 
16th in a row, dating to last 
season with Seattle. 

Noah Syndergaard had a 
rough outing for the Mets, 
giving up five runs and nine 
hits in five innings while fan¬ 
ning nine. Phillies ace Aar¬ 
on Nola allowed five runs in 
four innings. 

CUBS 7, MARLINS 2 
MIAMI (AP) — Willson Con¬ 
treras hit his sixth homer, 
drove in three and reached 
base four times, and Chi¬ 
cago thawed out to beat 
Miami. 

The temperature in Chica¬ 
go was 33 when the Cubs' 
game Sunday against the 
Angels was snowed out, 
and it was 84 with the re¬ 
tractable roof open for the 
first pitch at Marlins Park. 

Yu Darvish (1-2) struck out 
eight in a season-high 5 
2/3 innings. He allowed two 
runs, lowering his ERA to 
6.11. Three relievers com¬ 
pleted the six-hitter. 
Chicago scored three 
times in the first, and Javier 
Baez drove in a run with a 
two-out bloop double in 
the fifth off Trevor Richards 
(0-2), who allowed five runs 
in 4 2/3 innings.Q 
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This is a 2018, fiie photo showing Cori Edwards Jr. of the Chicago 
Cubs basebaii team. 


MLB investigating racist messages 
sent to Cubs’ Cari Edwards 


By JAY COHEN 
AP Sports Writer 
CHICAGO (AP) — Major 
League Baseball is investi¬ 
gating racist messages sent 
to Chicago Cubs reliever 


Associated Press 

Carl Edwards Jr. on Insta- 
gram this month. 

Edwards was optioned to 
Triple-A Iowa after he had 
trouble with his motion and 
got off to a tough start this 


season. Lee Long, Edwards' 
agent, said the messages 
came from a couple differ¬ 
ent people. 

“I’ve known CJ for a long 
time and while he has 
mentioned being upset at 
social-media attacks in the 
past, the recent incidents 
are completely beyond 
normal fan frustration," 
Long said Tuesday in a 
statement. 

“No player should be ex¬ 
pected to bear such per¬ 
sonal attacks especially 
based on the color of their 
skin." 

Theo Epstein, the president 
of baseball operations for 
the Cubs, condemned the 
content of the messages 


and said the club supports 
Major League Baseball’s in¬ 
vestigation, which was first 
reported by The Athletic. 

“In a sport that celebrates 
diversity and unites peo¬ 
ple from all backgrounds, 
we are appalled anyone 
claiming to be a fan would 
send divisive and bigoted 
insults to a player," Ep¬ 
stein said in a statement. 
“Whether spoken, posted 
or published, this type of 
reprehensible language 
and views cannot be toler¬ 
ated in our game or soci¬ 
ety." 

The 27-year-old Edwards, 
who is African Ameri¬ 
can, declined comment 
through a spokeswoman 


for the Iowa Cubs. 

Edwards was selected by 
Texas in the 48th round of 
the 2011 draft. 

The wiry right-hander was 
traded to Chicago in the 
July 2013 that moved Matt 
Garza to the Rangers. Ed¬ 
wards helped the Cubs win 
the World Series in 2016. He 
went 3-2 with a career-low 
2.60 ERA in 58 games last 
year. 

Long said in his statement 
they appreciate the work 
by the Cubs, Major League 
Baseball and the players' 
union in addressing the 
messages. 

He also said Edwards ap¬ 
preciates all the support he 
gets from Cubs fans.Q 
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Smith homers, drives in 4 in O’s 8-1 win over Red Sox 


By The Associated Press 
BOSTON (AP) — Dwight 
Smith Jr. hooked a two-run 
homer into the first row of 
seats down the right field 
line and drove in four, lead¬ 
ing Baltimare to victory in 
Boston's annual Patriats’ 
Day game. 

Baltimare salvaged a split 
of the four-game series. It 
had lost nine of its previous 
11 games and was 4-21 in 
its last 25 against Boston. 
Chris Davis also hit a two- 
run homer — much further 
into the right field bleach¬ 
ers — and Renato Nunez 
had three hits with an RBI 
single. 

DanStraily (1-1) rebaunded 
from a rough debut start 
with Baltimare, giving up 
a run on two hits in five in¬ 
nings. He was tagged for 
five runs and eight hits over 
3 1/3 innings by Oakland 
last week. 

Spot starter Hector Ve¬ 
lazquez (0-1) gave up a run 
in three innings. 

RANGERS 12, ANGELS 7 
ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) — 
Joey Gallo homered and 
graunded a tiebreaking 
single to the vacant spot at 
shortstop against the shift, 
helping Texas beat Los An¬ 
geles in Mike Trout's return 
after missing three games 
with a groin injury. 

Trout, the designated hit¬ 
ter while the club waits a 
little langer befare putting 
the two-time AL MVP back 
in center field, went 0 far 2 
with three walks. 

Shin-Soo Choo, who had 
three hits, homered lead¬ 
ing off the third for his first of 
the season. Asdrubal Ca¬ 
brera matched Gallo for 
the team lead with his fifth 
hamer , a twa-run shat for 
an 11-4 lead in the sixth. 
Reliever Kyle Dowdy (1- 
0) earned his first major 
league victary, giving up 
one run on one hit in 2 2/3 
innings. Closer Jose Leclerc 
got his fourth save. Cam 
Bedrosian (1-1) allowed 
five of the seven hitters he 
faced to reach, starting 
with Elvis Andrus' leadoff 
dauble in the fifth. 

BLUE JAYS 5, TWINS 3 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Teas- 
car Hernandez hit the go- 
ahead three-run hamer in 
the eighth inning, giving Ta- 
ronto a badly needed of- 



Baltimore Orioles' Dwight Smith, center, celebrates his two-run home run that also drove in Jonathan Villar, left, as Boston Red Sox 
catcher Blake Swihart, right, looks away during the fifth inning of a baseball game in Boston, Monday, April 15, 2019. 

Associated Press 


tensive boost with three hits 
in a victory over Minnesota. 
After Martin Perez finished 
six innings in his first start for 
the Twins with only one run 
allowed and Ryne Harper 
struck cut two batters in a 
perfect seventh, left-hand¬ 
er Adalbertc Mejia was 
summcned for the eighth 
with all righties due up for 
the Blue Jays. 

Freddy Galvis greeted Me¬ 
jia with a single, Randal 
Grichuk doubled for his 
third hit of the game, and 
Justin Smoak hit an RBI sin¬ 
gle. Then Hernandez sent 
an 0-2 slider from Mejia (0- 
1) into the second deck for 
a 5-3 lead. 

Sam Gaviglio (1-0) picked 
up the victory with a score¬ 
less seventh. Joe Biagini 
pitched a perfect ninth for 
his first save. 

WHITE SOX 5, ROYALS 4 


CHICAGO (AP) — Weling- 
ton Castillo atoned for an 
error with a two-run homer 
in the eighth inning, and 
Chicago rallied to beat 
Kansas City. 

Castilla's peer throw on 
Billy Hamilton's steal in the 
seventh helped set up Whit 
Merrifield's tiebreaking sac¬ 
rifice fly. But Castilla came 
up big after Tim Anderson 
led off the eighth with a 
double against Brad Box- 
berger (0-3), sending an 
opposite-field drive to right 
for his first homer of the sea¬ 
son. 

Manny Banuelos (1-0) 
pitched three hitless innings 
for his first win since 2015, 
and Alex Cclome worked 
the ninth for his fourth save 


in four chances and No. 
100 for his career. 

INDIANS 6, MARINERS 4 
SEATTLE (AP) — Trevor Bau¬ 
er allowed one run while 
pitching into the seventh in¬ 
ning, slumping Jose Ramirez 
hit his first hemer cf the sea- 
sen and Cleveland held an 
late to beat Seattle. 

The Indians rebounded 
from being swept last week¬ 
end by Kansas City thanks 
to another strong outing 
from Bauer, a key out from 
reliever Adam Cimber and 
a couple of big hits off start¬ 
er Yusei Kikuchi (0-1). 

Bauer (2-1) struck out eight 
in 6 2/3 innings. Cimber, 
who went to high school 
in nearby Puyallup and 
played callege ball at 


Washington, struck out 
Mitch Hanigerwith the bas¬ 
es loaded. 

The Mariners rallied for 
three runs in the eighth on 
consecutive homers by Ed¬ 
win Encarnacion and Omar 
Narvaez to extend Seattle's 
recard streak ta 19 games 
with a long ball ta begin 
the seasan. Greg Allen 
made a tremendous diving 
catch in deep right-center 
field to end the inning. 
Seattle gave away sev¬ 
eral critical runs in losing 
its fourth straight. A pair of 
two-out errors in the ninth 
by shortstop Tim Beckham 
helped Cleveland add an 
insurance run. 

Brad Hand clased for his 
fifth save.Q 
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I HEALTH 



New Beginning 



A 

By: Dr, Carlos Viana 

Belief in rebirth is not confined to Buddhism. Few 
Christians realize the importance of the con¬ 
cept of reincarnation or rebirth in Judaism. The 
Buddhist and Jewish beliefs are similar in that it 
is the very subtle, non-material mind that sur¬ 
vives death. Since this is the oniy thing that we 
can take with us to the future, we need to make 
the best use of our present iife to improve its 
state. One of the objectives of Buddhist medita¬ 
tion is to stabiiize the mind and remove nega¬ 
tive imprints in order to avoid uncontrolled, un¬ 
balanced rebirths. 

In the Christian tradition, there are a number of 
references to post lives in the New Testament. 
It is likely that the early church, especially the 
Celtic Christians, believed in reincarnation. Un¬ 
fortunately Celtic Christianity was suppressed 
by the authoritarian continental church at the 
Synod of Whitby in 664, which confirmed the tri¬ 
umph of formal religion over spirituality. 

Rebirth as understood in Hinduism involves a 
permanent soul, a conscious entity which trans¬ 
migrates from one body to another. The soul 
inhabits a given body and at death, the soul 
casts that body off and goes on to assume an¬ 
other body as a man who might take off one 
suit of clothing and put on another. The man 


remains the same but the clothing is different. 
In the same way the soul remains the same but 
the psycho-physical organism it takes up differs 
from life to life. 

Reincarnation is a very old belief and a large 
fraction of the world population believes it. For 
example Rene Descartes' statement “What I 
have said is sufficient to show clearly enough 
that the extinction of the mind does not follow 
from the corruption of the body and also to give 
men the hope of another life after death.” in 
1641 confirms his belief in reincarnation. About 
twenty percent of those in the Western World 
whose religions reject reincarnation neverthe¬ 
less believe it. According to opinion polls this 
percentage is rising. 

There are two parts to the definition of rebirth; 
the first means ‘reincarnation’ while the sec¬ 
ond part of the definition means ‘a revival'. The 
word ‘revival’ is similarly interesting having no 
less than seven meanings. One of the explana¬ 
tions is the recovering of life. Sounds like the pro¬ 
cess of getting your health back. 

In many parts of the world Easter heralds spring 
as well as the resurrection of Christ. Resurrection 
is the rising again from the dead, the resump¬ 
tion of life. Many people believe death is our 
greatest enemy that has conquered all men 
but Christ. The universal reign of decay and 
death is called in the Bible “the bondage of 
corruption” as found in Romans 8:21. 

In science decay has come to be recognized 
as the Second Law of Thermodynamics. This 
Law is now recognized as a universal law of sci¬ 
ence, with no known exception ever observed. 
It says, quite simply that every system tends to 
become disordered, to run down and eventu¬ 
ally to die. Its entropy, which is a measure of dis¬ 
order, always tends to increase. 

True, true, yet on a daily basis in our clinic we see 
patients slowing down even reversing this disor¬ 
der. Lack of energy, low sex drive, not sleeping 
well, loosing your enthusiasm for your work and 
an active home life with children and spouse is 


a warning. Even more serious are the majority 
of people who fall into one or more of catego¬ 
ries where they are suffering from: Overweight, 
High blood pressure. High cholesterol. Diabetes, 
or arteriolosclerosis. 

Just as your garage, your child's room or our 
desks could be in complete disorder, with some 
time and energy focused on the mess, it can be 
cleaned up to function better. However, some 
of us need a little help from our friends to get 
started on the path. Our clinic offers a holistic or 
whole-body approach to your body’s disorder. 
Using biocompatible or life-friendly medicine, 
we help you understand the causes of discom¬ 
fort and sickness. We first evaluate you as a 
whole person, not a list of symptoms. After a 
consultation we might continue the investiga¬ 
tion with science based testing as necessary. 
With the information we receive we begin to 
help you clean house, removing the useless or 
harmful materials from you body. Cleansing 
procedures offered at our clinic such as colon 
hydro therapy provides a good sanitizing! We 
then recommend fresh live food and quality 
supplements to enhance your body’s recovery. 
Finally lifestyle coaching completes the healthy 
picture. 

With every patient who declares that, indeed, 
they are feeling better we are experiencing a 
revival; a return to a balanced, healthy state. 
Instead of accepting the consequences of ag¬ 
ing and the disorder caused by degenerative 
diseases, people are choosing to be reborn, 
now, into a more healthy life. 

Get The Point! The resurrection caught the dis¬ 
ciples completely by surprise. There is no indi¬ 
cation that they had any hope after Christ’s 
death. In fact, as reported in Luke 24:37 when 
they did see Him, they were frightened, thinking 
they were seeing a ghost. 

Our best advertisement are the many patients 
revivals seen by family members, friends, and 
work collogues who would like to experience 
the same benefits. Make an appointment so 
we can help you plan your health revival.Q 
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Can’t file or pay taxes on time? 



This Feb. 13, 2019, file photo shows multiple forms printed from the Internal Revenue Service web 
page that are used for 2018 U.S. 


By SARAH SKIDMORE SELL 
Associated Press 
Tax day is coming; but what 
if you can’t file — or pay — 

your taxes on time? 

The IRS said Friday that 
even with days ta ga until 
the deadline, abaut 50 mil- 
lian taxpayers have yet ta 
file their tax returns. If yau 
are among them, don’t de¬ 
spair — there are options. 
DON’T DELAY 

If you don’t think you will be 
able to complete and file 
your taxes on time, request 
an extension. 

Filing an extensian helps 
taxpayers avaid penalties 
far a late return, accarding 
ta the IRS. Yau can seek an 
extensian thraugh the IRS 
website, your tax prepara¬ 
tion professional or most tax 
preparation software com¬ 
panies. While an extension 
provides more time to file, it 
does not provide more time 
to pay any taxes awed. 

The deadline ta file indi¬ 
vidual tax returns and pay 
taxes awed is April 15 for 
most taxpayers. Because 
at area halidays, taxpayers 
who live in Maine or Massa¬ 
chusetts have until April 17. 
SPECIAL CASES 
Anyone can request an 
automatic tax-filing exten¬ 
sion, but some people get 
extra time withaut asking, 
accarding ta the IRS. Disas¬ 


ter victims, those serving in 
a combat zone and Ameri¬ 
cans living abroad auto¬ 
matically get more time to 
file. 

Check the IRS website for 
specific dates but victims 
at certain federally de¬ 
clared disasters — such 
as last year's Califarnia 
wildfires, the Alaska earth¬ 
quake or severe storms in 
several parts of the U.S. — 
are allowed to file later and 
avoid certain penalties. Mil¬ 
itary service members and 


eligible support personnel 
serving in a combat zone 
have at least 180 days af¬ 
ter they leave the combat 
zane ta file and pay. And 
U.S. citizens whc live and 
wark outside the U.S. and 
Puerta Rica have until June 
17 ta meet their tax abliga- 
tian. 

DON’T RUSH 

While it's important to heed 
deadlines, it's also critical 
not to rush when you file 
your taxes. 

The IRS reminds taxpayers 


Associated Press 

that mistakes can happen 
when hurrying to file a tax 
return. Errors can mean lon¬ 
ger processing times and 
possible tax refund delays. 
The best way ta avaid cam- 
man mistakes is to file elec¬ 
tronically. The IRS estimates 
that abaut 70% at taxpay¬ 
ers can file their tax return 
at no charge by using the 
IRS Free File software. It also 
has electronic versions of its 
forms online for those that 
do not qualify for Free File. 
PAY UP, EVENTUALLY 


If you owe money to the 
IRS but can't afford to pay 
it at the moment, there's 
no need to panic, says Lisa 
Greene-Lewis, CPA and tax 
expert at TurboTax. 

Cantact the IRS ta ask far 
an installment agreement 
when yau file yaur taxes. If 
yau qualify, an installment 
agreement will allow you to 
set up a monthly payment 
plan to pay your federal 
tax debt off over 6 years. If 
you're able to pay off your 
balance within 120 days, 
the installment plan wan't 
cast yau any additianal 
fees. If yau file an exten¬ 
sian but yau chaase nat ta 
pay what yau awe by the 
tax deadline, the IRS will 
charge you a failure-to-pay 
penalty and interest on the 
taxes you owe them. 
Contact the IRS to discuss 
your payment options at 
1-800-829-1040. The agen¬ 
cy may be able ta pravide 
ather farms at relief ta help 
yau settle yaur debts. In 
same cases, the agency 
may be able ta waive pen¬ 
alties. Flawever, the agen¬ 
cy is unable to waive inter¬ 
est charges which accrue 
on unpaid tax bills. 

Do not ignore the prob¬ 
lem as failure to file or pay 
federal taxes can lead 
ta serious and expensive 
cansequences.Q 


Banks and tech companies lead US stocks to slight gains 



In this April 12, 2019, file photo trader Andrew Silverman, center, 
works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange. 

Associated Press 


By ALEX VEIGA 
Associated Press 

Stocks were higher on Wall 
Street in midday trading 
Tuesday, erasing the mar¬ 
ket's modest losses from a 
day earlier. 

Gains in financial and tech- 
nalagy stacks cutweighed 
lasses elsewhere in the mar¬ 
ket. Pragressive climbed 
6.2% after its latest quar¬ 
terly earnings tapped ana¬ 
lysts' farecasts. Chipmakers 
were among the big gain¬ 
ers in the technology sec¬ 
tor. Advanced Micro De¬ 
vices rose 2.5%. 

Flealth care stocks lagged 
the most as traders 
weighed quarterly earnings 
tram Jahnsan & Jahnsan 
and UnitedFlealth Graup. 
The results tram bath cam- 
panies tapped Wall Street 
farecasts. 


Investars are leaking to the 
latest wave of corporate 
earnings reports for clues 
on the health of the global 
economy and the pros¬ 
pects for company profits 
this year. 

Banks kicked eft the latest 
quarterly reparting seasan 


last week with mixed re¬ 
sults. Analysts expect the 
first-quarter results for S&P 
500 companies overall to 
be the weakest in nearly 
three years. 

Tuesday's early rebound for 
U.S. stocks followed gains in 
markets averseas, which 


rallied on upbeat ecanam- 
ic data tram China and 
Germany. 

KEEPING SCORE: The S&P 
500 was up 0.1 % as of noon 
Eastern Time. The Dow 
Jones Industrial Average 
gained 60 points, or 0.2%, to 
26,445. The Nasdaq cam- 
posite added 0.3% and the 
Russell 2000 index at small- 
cap stacks picked up 0.1%. 
Stack indexes in Asia fin¬ 
ished higher. Eurapean in¬ 
dexes were headed higher. 
ALL ABOUT EARNINGS: In¬ 
vestors will be poring over 
corporate earnings reports 
over the next few weeks. 
Analysts expect compa¬ 
nies in the S&P 500 ta re¬ 
part a 2.9% drap in earn¬ 
ings per share tram a year 
earlier, which wculd be the 
first decline since the spring 
at 2016. The expected de¬ 


cline is due almcst entirely 
tc weaker prafit margins.^ 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★★★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 _ Antonio, TX 
4 Greek letter 
9 Part of the foot 

13 To boot 

14 Severity 

15 Hawaiian tourist’s 
dinner 

16 Baseball glove 

17 Item listed in a 
recipe 

19 Current calendar 
pg. 

20 Throw water on 

21 Naps 

22 Graduate exams, 
perhaps 

24 Took first place 

25 Lawmaking body 
27 Coarse-toothed 

tool 

30 Fragrance 

31 Idaho exports 
33 Fixed charge 

35 Emeralds & opals 

36 Sherpa or docent 

37 Stick around 

38 King topper 

39 “Home on the 

40 Martin or Allen 

41 Girl Scout groups 

43 Gawked 

44 Largest nation: 
abbr. 

45 Docks 

46 Runs away 

49 Sudden muscle 
contraction 
51 Skirt edge 
54 Most drawn-out 

56 Long skirt 

57 Toy with a string 

58 Indignant 

59 Eager 

60 As straight _ 
arrow 

61 Baseball’s Derek 

62 Tennis court 
divider 

DOWN 

1 _ up; err 

2 Galileo or 
Copernicus 

3 As likely as_; 
probably 

4 Orange-and- 
black bird 

53_2is1 
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6 Basketful from 
the henhouse 

7 VP Quayle’s 
successor 

8 you serious?” 

9 UFO crew 

10 Regrets 

11 Isn’t able to 

12 Shacks 

13 “I _ Rock”; 

1960s song 

18 Discontinues, as 
a class 

20 Facts & figures 

23 Los Angeles team 

24 Broad 

25 Heroic tale 

26 Standing straight 

27 Ill-mannered 

28 Man’s scented 
lotion 

29 Work with a loom 

31 NBA team 

32 Sty dweller 
34 Open-_; alert 

36 Spaces 

37 Celebrity 

39 Waken & force to 
get up 

40 Flower stalk 
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42 “The Beaver 
State” 

43 Family member 

45 Adhesive 

46 “Go _ kite!”; 
rude dismissal 

47 Late July babies 

48 Popular Irish 
singer 


49 Father 
children 

50 Moss type 

52 Way out 

53 Prefix for air or 
night 

55 Encyc. vol., 
perhaps 

56 Gent 


©2019 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc, 
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Marriott Aniba Surf Club 


GOLD Seuson 
2B Occanfront SI4k 
2B Oceanside SS500 
GVS6k OVS7k 
3BEDROOMSI25(M) 

PLATINUM Season 
2B Ocean front S25k 
Oceanside S16k 
Oceanview SI 5k 
3BEDROOM $25k 
*WK, 51 GVS39k 
♦WK52 OV$46k 
* Weeks 7 and 14-all views 

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 

GOLD Season 

2B Ocean front S14k 
2BOV $8000 

1 Bed S4000 

IB Ocean front $8500 

PLATINUM Season 

2 Bed OV $16000 
2B Oceanfront S24k 
IBOVSlOk 

** Dcslinalion points per 
poini 

La Csbansi Besieh Rcson 
2BD - Weeks 30-33 S332I^C and 
412BC $6500 each wk 

WcNccd Seller^!!! 

C(M;ta Linda & Playa iJnda 
& All Divi Weeks 

We are the #1 
Rental Timeshare 

agent for Aruba! 

W'e also KE£N r Aruba weeks for 
owners. Contact us lo BUY, 

SFiLI. or RFNT any timeshare 
property. 

Contact: 

j ulic^)concici'gE!rcalt>,cum 

888^88-2204 Ext in 

Website: 

WWW. CO n c icr g er ea Ity.co Ji) 





facebook-confi/aiiibaloday/ 


Halley Time Travel 


Divi Viiiage 

Building C 
2WK# 13 

3rd floor with 28 /8 can be 

accelerated 

$10K 

1 BRWK#14 

1st floor 16 weeks remain 

$7,5 K 

Dutch viiiage 

studio wk # 12 & 13 
ground floor Pool and Ocean 
view 

35 weeks remain $ 20 K both 
weeks 

Divi Links Golf 

1 BRWK#12&13 
building BIO 

35 weeks remain $ 9 K each 

Renaissance Suites 

1 BRWk#15 
3rd floor 

Harbor / Ocean view 
$7000 

CPV Resorts 
Biulding A 
1 BRwk13&14 

Costa Linda Beach Resort 

on Eagle beach. 

2BR/WK#16 

Ground floor Light house side 
view. 

The royal fam choice.. 

Perpetuity member ship.. 
llExchange worldwide, 
only US$10,000 

Marriott Ocean Ciub 

Platinum Season 

1 BR Ocean View $ 12 K 

2 BR Ocean View $ 18 K 
2 BR Ocean Front $ 27 K 

Marriott Ocean Ciub 

Gold Season 

1 BR Ocean View $6 K 

2 BR Ocean View $8,5 K 
2 BR Ocean Front $10 K 

Marriott Surf Ciub 

Platinum Season 
2 BR Garden View $15 K 
2 BR Ocean View $17 K 
2 BR Ocean Side $18 K 

2 BR Ocean Front $27 K 

3 BR Ocean View $27 K 

Marriott Surf Ciub 

Gold Season 
2 BR Garden View $ 6 K 
2 BR Ocean View $ 8 K 

2 BR Ocean Side $ 9 K 

3 BR Ocean View $13 K 

Call: 6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
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For Saie By Owner: 
Casa dei Mar 


2 Bedroom/2 Bath 
7/1308($18,000); 
7&8/1408($18,000/Wk.); 

8/1113 ($17,000); 

8/1409($17,000); 

9/1218($15,000); 

10/1207($15,000); 

11&12/1419($13,000/Wk.); 

13/1509($13,000); 

14/1308($13,000);and, 

15/1217($10,000). 

(Earlier weeks available) 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. (860) 992-3890 
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Oranjestad: 

Centraal Tel. 585 8077 
San Nicolas: 

Centro Medico Tel. 584 5794 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
San Nicolas 
Police Tipline 
Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 

Red Cross 




HEALTH 

Hospital 


527 4000 
Imsan- San Nicolas 
524 8833 

DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
San Nicolas 
IMSAN 24 Hours 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


OTHER 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 


EMERGENCY 


100 

527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 
115 

582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
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Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



April 18 

Navigator of the Seas 
Serenade of the Seas 

April 19 

Zaandam 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI-Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


[General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Celeb or stranger? Study weighs Americans’ interest in birds 



In this April 20, 2013 file photo, mole Greater Sage Grouse perform their mating ritual on a lake 
near Walden, Colo. 


By MALCOLM RITTER 
AP Science Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Whoop¬ 
ing cranes, common ravens 
and peregrine falcons are 
among the celebrities of 
the sky in the eyes of Ameri¬ 
cans, even those vv'ho've 
never laid eyes them. 

The ruffed grouse or purple 
martin? They're like friends 
you might chat with. The 
wrentit and the Abert’s to- 
whee are like the neighbors 
you don't talk to much. As 
for the Hammond's fly¬ 
catcher and the Brewer's 
sparrow, Americans don't 
care much about them at 
all. That's the word from a 
new study that aimed to 
define “a range of relation¬ 
ships between people and 
birds” across the United 
States, said Justin Schuetz, 
one of the authors. 

Results appear in a paper 
released Monday by the 
Proceedings of the Nation¬ 
al Academy of Science. 
Schuetz, a biologist and 
independent researcher in 
Bath, Maine, did the work 
with Alison Johnston, who's 
affiliated with Cornell Uni¬ 
versity in Ithaca, New York 
The project included study¬ 
ing Google searches per¬ 
formed from 2008 to 2017 
to learn about what Ameri¬ 
cans think about 621 bird 
species. Researchers knew 
where each search came 
from. They also knew the 


natural range of each spe¬ 
cies and how often it is 
sighted in specific places, 
based on a national data¬ 
base. 

One key question was 
whether the Google data 
revealed more interest in 
each species than one 
would expect in various 
locations, based on how 
often it is sighted in those 
places. Another question 
was how much the interest 
in each species was lim¬ 
ited to its natural range, or 
spilled out beyond it. 


So birds in the “celebrity" 
category are those that 
attracted more Google 
attention than one would 
expect from how often 
they're seen, and whose 
popularity extended out¬ 
side of their natural range. 
They have “a reputation 
beyond where they live," 
Schuetz explained. 

Next came the “friends or 
enemies” category, which 
included species that get 
more Google attention 
than expected, but mostly 
in the states where they 


Associated Press 

live. As with the other cat¬ 
egories, the researchers 
couldn't tell whether the 
searchers' opinions of these 
familiar birds were positive 
or negative. 

Then came birds classi¬ 
fied as “neighbors,” whose 
few Google searches were 
confined to where they 
live. Finally there were the 
“strangers,” birds that got 
little Google interest any¬ 
where. 

The research also turned 
up other insights into what 
makes a species popu¬ 


lar. Bigger bodies, colorful 
plumage and regular visits 
to birdfeeders helped. Spe¬ 
cies that served as mas¬ 
cots for professional sports 
teams reached celebrity 
status, but it wasn't clear 
whether being a mascot 
encouraged popularity or 
the other way around. 

The results also turned up 
some surprises. “People 
seem to have an inordi¬ 
nate fascination with owls 
we couldn't account for 
entirely in our analysis,” 
Schuetz said. 

Jeffrey Gordon, president 
of the American Birding As¬ 
sociation, called the study 
“a fascinating framework 
for trying to understand 
how people are relating to 
birds.” “I hope they're able 
to use it to help people 
appreciate what's right in 
their own backyard,” he 
said. “Most of us just aren't 
keyed in to what is literally 
at our doorstep.” 

David Ringer, chief net¬ 
work officer for the Nation¬ 
al Audubon Society, also 
found the work interesting. 
“It's great to see how much 
we know and love some 
species, and it's provoca¬ 
tive to see how much we 
still have to discover,” he 
wrote in an email. “I hope 
that many bird ‘strangers' 
will become ‘friends,' and 
‘neighbors' will turn into 
‘celebrities.”'a 



In this March 13,2019, file photo, Jessie Royer passes icebergs in 
open water on Norton Sound as she approaches Nome, Alaska, 
In the Iditarod trail sled dog race. 

Associated Press 




Serving Men - Couple - Women - All Genders 

Call; 565-9535 


MUMl we EtWIT MHMCi 

Beautiful 

Pfali-4ip A 


Girl) 


Alaska ice melt guessing game 
ends on earliest date recorded 


NENANA, Alaska (AP) — 

Early ice melt has provided 
a record finish to an an¬ 
nual Alaska guessing game 
that's been going on for 
102 years, officials said. 

The 2019 Nenana Ice Clas¬ 
sic finished Sunday at 12:21 
a.m. when a tripod mount¬ 
ed on the frozen Tanana 
River fell over as ice on the 
river broke up, marking the 
end of the contest. The An¬ 
chorage Daily News report¬ 
ed Sunday. 

April 14 is six days earlier 
than the previous record of 
April 20 set in 1940 and in 
1998, according to the In¬ 
ternational Arctic Research 
Center at the University of 
Alaska-Fairbanks. 


Residents since 1917 have 
purchased tickets record¬ 
ing guesses of the exact 
day and time when the 
melting ice would sepa¬ 
rate and cause the marker 
to fall. The event began as 
a bet among railroad en¬ 
gineers and has paid out 
more than $14 million in 
its history. This year thou¬ 
sands paid $2.50 per ticket, 
with unusually warm spring 
temperatures across Alas¬ 
ka causing a rush of last- 
minute purchases. A store 
and gas station in Nenana 
each sold at least 2,000 
tickets and ordered extras, 
according to reports. 

A team began monitoring 
the tripod 24 hours a day 


earlier this month, reports 
said. Crowds gathered 
Saturday to watch as it be¬ 
came clear the ice would 
soon break up, the news¬ 
paper reported. 

The contest's winner will be 
notified in a few weeks, ac¬ 
cording to contest officials 
in the town about 57 miles 
(92 kilometers) southwest of 
Fairbanks. □ 
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Why Rachel Chavkin is a rarity on Broadway these days 



This image released by DKC O&AA Co. shows Amber Gray and the cast during a pertormance of 
“Hadestown,” directed by Rachel Chavkin. 


By JOHN CARUCCI 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — As an¬ 
other season on Broadway 
draws to a big tinish, the 
opening of “Hadestown” 
marks a milestone of sorts 
— it's the only new musical 
directed by a woman, Tony 
Award-nominee Rachel 
Chavkin. 

While the lack of women 
at the helm of projects re¬ 
mains a systemic problem 
in film and television, it also 
remains on Broadway, de¬ 
spite the theater commu¬ 
nity embracing inclusion on 
stage with gender identity 
and non-traditional cast¬ 
ing. But when it comes to 
directors, there’s still a gen¬ 
der imbalance. 

“It's pretty shocking,” 
Chavkin recently told The 
Associated Press at the 
“Hadestown” press day. 
“One of the oldest truths is 
that a woman or artist of 
color has to prove them¬ 
selves, not just once, but 
multiple times, in a way 
that a special white man or 
mediocre white man may 
not have to.” 

Of the 36 shows currently on 
Broadway, only three musi¬ 
cals are directed by wom¬ 
en. Other than Chavkin’s 
show, there’s also Diane 
Paulus' “Waitress “ and Ju¬ 
lie Taymor’s “The Lion King 
.” Some say the disparity 
begins right at the origin of 


a show, when the director 
is chosen for the off-Broad- 
way or regional produc¬ 
tion, and they ride it into 
Broadway. That was the 
case for Chavkin as it led to 
her Broadway debut a few 
years ago, and her return 
this season. 

“I had the great fortune 
of coming to Broadway in 
2016 with a show, ‘Nata¬ 
sha, Pierre, and the Great 
Comet of 1812,’ and that 
was a show I originally 
directed in an itty, bitty 
space,” Chavkin. 

Then there's the financial 
component: Broadway 

shows have a much higher 


capitalization, so more is at 
stake. Producers tend to 
play it safe by going with 
people they have already 
worked with, and an over¬ 
whelming majority of those 
established directors are 
male. 

“We are talking about 
more money, but as long 
and as soon as producers 
realize if someone is doing 
good work off-Broadway or 
regionally, they are ready 
for this next step, I think we 
will see the Broadway com¬ 
munity radically expand 
with both women and art¬ 
ists of color,” Chavkin said 
Making inclusion part of the 


Associated Press 

conversation can bring at¬ 
tention to the problem. In 
her frustration for leveling 
the playing field, Chavkin 
pointed out that those pro¬ 
ducers and leaders that 
praise the outspoken voic¬ 
es at awards shows could 
focus more on attainable 
solutions, such as gender 
disparity. “I think that goes 
to producers putting their 
money where their mouth 
is. If they applaud artists 
who speak out at awards 
ceremonies against our 
current administration and 
its policies, we should see 
those same producers in¬ 
vesting in women and art¬ 


ists of color,” Chavkin said. 
Besides Chavkin, the music 
and book for “Hadestown,” 
was written by a woman, 
Anais Mitchell , and the 
show’s lead producer is 
also a woman, Mara Isaa¬ 
cs. 

Isaacs doesn't see the 
lack of women directing 
on Broadway as intention¬ 
al, rather as a by-product 
of a male-dominated in¬ 
dustry. “Even people with 
the best intentions tend to 
hire people that look like 
them,” she said. Isaacs 
strives for a place where 
talent is the only factor to 
decide who gets the job. 
That’s what appealed to 
her about “Hadestown.” “I 
don’t think in terms of gen¬ 
der. This group just happens 
to be the right team,” Isaa¬ 
cs said. “I’m never going to 
hire a woman just because 
she’s a woman.” 

Victoria Myers, the editor- 
in-chief of The Interval , an 
online magazine exploring 
the role of women in the¬ 
ater, argues there are com¬ 
petent women working off- 
Broadway who are ready 
to step up when called 
upon. 

“I would say there are fe¬ 
male directors that would 
do anything on Broadway, 
and they're ready. You 
can call them today, and 
they would be ready,” My¬ 
ers said. □ 


On ‘Social Cues,’ Cage the Elephant sound uncaged 


By MARK KENNEDY 
Associated Press 

Cage the Elephant, “Social 
Cues” (RCA) The new Cage 
the Elephant album begins 
with a spacy, otherworldly 
hum that’s interrupted by 
some throbbing, insistent 
knocking. That leads to 
some machine-gun drum¬ 
ming and, as if a door has 
been opened, an infec¬ 
tious, high-tempo post¬ 
punk glam tune comes on. 
It’s the sound of Cage the 
Elephant finally uncaged. 
After taking a detour into 
fuzzy guitars, tambourines 
and a ‘60s vibe with 2015’s 
“Tell Me I’m Pretty,” the 
Kentucky alternative rock¬ 
ers have put out arguably 
their best collection of 
songs with “Social Cues.” 



mAL 


1 

% 


u 

1 




i 


This cover image released by RCA shows “Social Cues,” a 
release by Cage the Elephant. 

Associated Press 


The band’s sound seems 
more genuine, their strut 
into personal disorder au¬ 
thentic. Singer Matt Shultz 
punctuates the open¬ 
ing song, “Broken Boy,” 
with the occasional slurry, 
cocky “Yeah!” Confidence 
runs throughout this assured 
album as if the band has fi¬ 
nally found a hard-fought 
consistency. 

Their last album was pro¬ 
duced by Dan Auerbach, 
who seemed to make 
the band bend toward 
his sound. “Social Cues” 
is produced by John Hill, 
who has let the band ex¬ 
plore and play and really 
just breathe. Broken love 
is a prominent theme, the 
product of Shultz’s mar¬ 
riage cracking up and lyrics 


return to infidelity (“unfaith¬ 
ful friend” and “you sound 
shifty”). The superb first 
single, “Ready to Let Go,” 
brings us into a raw moment 
when a vacation between 
lovers breaks apart and the 
singer is “trying to hide this 
damage done.” Shultz isn’t 
angry as much as sorry in 
the gloomy “What I’m Be¬ 
coming,” singing “I’m so 
sorry, honey/For what I’m 
becoming.” 

But the album isn’t com¬ 
pletely devoid of hope. 
“Let the love light guide 
me home,” Shultz sings on 
the melancholy “Skin and 
Bones.” 

There’s fatigue in “The War 
Is Over” but he acknowl¬ 
edges there was “love was 
on both sides. ”□ 
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Book offers spirited claim 1999 was film’s best ever 


By DOUGLASS K. DANIEL 
Associated Press 

“Best. Movie. Year. Ever.: 
How 1999 Blew Up the Big 
Screen,” by Brian Raftery 
(Simon & Schuster) 
Everybody's entitled to 
their opinion, especially 
when it comes to the mov¬ 
ies. Somewhere out there 
is a person, maybe even 
two, whose all-time tavorite 
is “The Boy Who Could Fly.” 
So, if culture writer Brian 
Raftery wants to argue that 


1999 was the best movie 
year ever, let him go for it 
and enjoy the ride. Similar 
claims have been made 
about 1939 (“Gone With 
the Wind,” "The Wizard of 
Oz,” "Stagecoach,” "Mr. 
Smith Goes to Washington,” 
among others). The staff of 
The Washington Post re¬ 
cently cited seven different 
years, including 1939 and 
1999. Raftery himself points 
to 1939 and three years the 
Post excluded: 1967, 1977 
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This photo provided by Simon & Schuster shows the cover of 
“Best. Movie. Year. Ever.: How 1999 Blew Up the Big Screen,” by 
Brian Raftery. 


and 1985. 

Let's forget the clickbait ti¬ 
tle for a moment. Raftery's 
book works best — and 
works rather well — as a re¬ 
port on moviemaking as it 
existed two decades ago. 
New elbows were being 
thrown in the age-old strug¬ 
gle of art and commerce, 
thanks to technology, poli¬ 
tics and social divisions. The 
year 1999 carried itself with 
an economic swagger, but 
it strutted in the shadow of 
the Clinton impeachment 
and the Columbine massa¬ 
cre — and the looming Y2K 


Associated Press 

threat. These events had 
an impact because movies 
aren't made or viewed in a 
vacuum. 

Raftery's interviews with 
scores of actors, directors, 
writers and others power 
interesting and intriguing 
backstories about sever¬ 
al movies that are pretty 
darn good and others that 
are pretty darn forgetta¬ 
ble. Funny thing, even if a 
movie isn't much to look 
at, how it got to theaters 
can be engrossing when 
Raftery teases out a telling 
anecdote. 


What makes a movie year 
the best ever or even 
good? 

For Raftery, those years are 
“ones in which film took an 
almost teleportative leap 
forward, reinventing and 
reviving itself in front of our 
very eyes.” 

Several movies in 1999 
managed to reach that 
high bar. The year's biggest 
moneymakers, “Star Wars: 
Episode I — The Phantom 
Menace” revived a cine¬ 
matic franchise while “The 
Sixth Sense” heralded a 
new talent in writer-direc¬ 
tor M. Night Shyamalan. 
“American Beauty” won 
the top awards for its darkly 
funny and disturbing tale of 
suburban malaise. Darkly 
funny could describe “Of¬ 
fice Space,” too, a box-of¬ 
fice disappointment turned 
cult classic. 

“The Blair Witch Project” 
scared plenty of ticket buy¬ 
ers but may be most no¬ 
table for its pioneering on¬ 
line marketing. “Fight Club” 
was an edgy satire about 
manliness that too few 
people appreciated at the 
time, “American Pie” and 
“Cruel Intentions” helped 
reboot the teen movie, 
“The Matrix” had a mind- 
blowing plot as well as eye¬ 
popping special effects, 
and “Three Kings” and “The 
Limey” reinvigorated the 
caper genre. Importantly, 
“The Best Man” and “The 
Wood” showed studios that 
black-themed films could 
make money, too.Q 


Kathie Lee Gifford wraps up 11 years 
with NBC’s ‘Today’ show 



This image reieased by NBC shows “Today” show hosts Hodo 
Kotb, left, and Kathie Lee Gifford on the set in New York, 
Friday, April 5, 2019, on Gifford’s last day as co-host. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Kathie 
Lee Gifford wrapped up 
11 years with NBC's “To¬ 
day” show Friday with 
laughs, tears. Scripture 
and — of course — wine. 
The 65-year-old host re¬ 
ceived a standing ova¬ 
tion from the audience 
after rapper Flo Rida 
opened the program by 
singing that the studio 
was “Kathie Lee's house.” 
Co-host Floda Kotb cred¬ 
ited Gifford for their suc¬ 
cess, and Gifford said 
they have fun because 


they have “a very real 
friendship.” 

Gifford plans to pursue 
working on movie and 


music projects in the next 
phase of her career. Jen¬ 
na Bush Hager will join 
Kotb on the program.^ 
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For Denis and Pattinson, a cosmic connection in ‘High Life’ 


By JAKE COYLE 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Claire 
Denis was guiding Robert 
Pattinson through a black 
hole. 

The two were on o sound 
stage in Cologne, Germa¬ 
ny, shooting o scene trom 
Denis’ space oddity “High 
Life," while the revered 
French filmmaker called 
out descriptions (“Now it 
splits into o pancake!”) of 
the time-worping imagery 
Pottinson's character, Mon¬ 
te, might be seeing. Pattin¬ 
son was having o hard time 
keeping it together. 

“I was literally crying laugh¬ 
ing. Everyone else was 
completely serious and I 
just had tears streaming 
down my face," Pattinson 
recalls. “Splits into a pan¬ 
cake? I was like, ‘What are 
you talking about?”’ 

“I remember ‘spaghetti ef¬ 
fect,”’ adds Denis with a 
grin. “The spaghetti effect, 
it takes place before the 
pancake effect.” 

As willing as Pattinson has 
been to be stretched and 
contorted by some of the 
most adventurous direc¬ 
tors in film, “High Life” — o 
cosmic conundrum pulsing 
with bodily fluids and the 
infinitude of loneliness — is 
a new frontier for him. The 
same could be said for De¬ 
nis, the enigmatic and re¬ 
vered filmmaker of “Choc- 
olat” and “Beau Travail,” 
who is making her English- 
language debut in “High 
Life.” 

Together, they are a curi¬ 
ous, fascinating match that 
despite their vastly distant 
origins seem to buzz to a 
similar frequency. 

“I am lazy. I would love to be 
in bed all the time, to read, 
to swim, to do nothing. And 
yet making films is the best 
thing that happened in my 
life, with love and sex," says 
Denis. “There is something 
special in making movies, 
especially for a very lazy 
person. If I was a very per¬ 
formative person, very ac¬ 
tive, I wouldn’t care about 
making movies. Movies are 
made for people who want 
to do nothing.” 

Pattinson, sitting alongside 
the director in the Man¬ 
hattan offices of the film’s 
distributor, A24, cackles 


with delight. “I like that,” 
he giggles. “No, I agree. I 
couldn’t agree more.” 

Yet it took a lot of effort to 


bring them together. Pat¬ 
tinson first sought a meet¬ 
ing with Denis after seeing 
“White Material,” her 2009 
film about a coffee planta¬ 
tion in an unnamed African 
country torn apart by war 
and colonialism. It was sev¬ 
eral years later that Pattin¬ 
son landed a face-to-face, 
in Los Angeles. 

“My agents didn’t really 
see the importance that I 
had put on it. So when the 
meeting came through, I 
was like, ‘Whaaaat?’” says 
Pattinson, turning to Denis. 
“You could have been a 
total (expletive) and I still 
would have wanted to do 
the job." 

“I am a total (expletive,) by 
the way,” Denis replies. “I 
was impressed how simple 
it was to meet with him. 
How gentle it was. Now, I 
cannot imagine anyone 
else as Monte but Robert. 
Suddenly the film changed. 
That’s it.” 

When Denis finished the 
script to “High Life” with 
Jean-Pol Fargeau, the lead 
role called for o man in 


his 50s. “High Life" is about 
o space ship, flying far 
outside the solar system, 
populated by a group 


of convicts plucked from 
death row. They are guin¬ 
ea pigs for experimenta¬ 
tion on black holes by Dr. 
Dibs (a long-haired Juliette 
Binoche), who’s really using 
them to try to incubate a 
baby. 

“High Life” wouldn’t be 
mode for several more 
years after their first meet¬ 
ing, o time during which De¬ 
nis mode “Let the Sunshine 
In,” with Juliette Binoche, 
and Pattinson continued 
his streak of far-flung indies 
(“The Lost City of Z,” “Good 
Time,” “Damsel”), begun 
with David Cronenberg’s 
“Cosmopolis.” It’s been a 
startling art-house plunge 
for the actor, one that has 
surely blown the minds of 
many a “Twilight” fan. 

Like those films, Pattinson 
leapt into “High Life” purely 
on faith in the director. 

“I remember reading the 
treatment for the first time 
and just having no clue. 
It’s so nice to commit to 
something knowing you’re 
o completely empty vessel 
at the beginning,” says Pat¬ 


tinson. “When I was young¬ 
er, you’d go into to start 
something and think every 
single scene needed to be 


worked out." 

Pattinson, 32, tends to elicit 
grins from Denis, 72, when 
he speaks of his youth like a 
distant past. After the actor 
says he was happy it took 
years to make “High Life” 
— “I was quite young when 
we first met. I think I was like 
28” — Denis replies, “Yeah, 
you look so old now.” 

“I think I actually got big¬ 
ger or something,” soys 
Pattinson. “When I sow the 
movie, it was one of the first 
times I was like, ‘Oh, it looks 
like on adult.”' 

If it wasn’t already abun¬ 
dantly clear, “High Life” is 
not your typical science 
fiction film. Denis doesn’t 
even consider it one. 

“A lot of science fiction films 
ore about conquest. In that 
void, that huge universe, 
there’s not many things to 
fight, unless you do ‘Star 
Wars’ and there’s on alien 
living there. But of course 
this was not the point,” soys 
Denis. “Even though I like 
those stories, I would not 
have been able to do it for 
many reasons. My imagina¬ 


tion, maybe, and the bud¬ 
get, of course." 

“High Life," which expands 
in theaters nationwide this 
Friday, is instead about o 
lot of the things that hove 
coursed through Denis’ 
work: violence, sex, colo¬ 
nialism, isolation, helpless¬ 
ness. 

“I hove absolutely no ab¬ 
stract ideas,” Denis soys. “I 
don’t know what I do. I try 
to do my best. For me, I’m 
trying to moke films without 
concept. Honestly.” 

Denis instead conceives 
of movies instinctuolly and 
physically. Bodies and 
movement ore everything, 
os in the shirtless, desert 
exercises of the Foreign Le¬ 
gion soldiers of “Beau Tra¬ 
vail.” 

“I remember when I was a 
child the first time I sow a 
Western with John Wayne, 

I hod never seen o man 
behaving with his hips like 
that. I thought, ‘Wow, this is 
something,”’ soys Denis. 

“I don’t see only face. I see 
o complete person, you 
know?” she continues. “If 
you think of silent movies or 
Westerns or a Murnou mov¬ 
ie, especially like ‘Tabu,’ it’s 
so physical. A film that has 
only talking faces, for me, 
it’s o little bit like JW. Those 
actors in silent movies were 
like great dancers. I think it 
goes well with o movie.” 
Seeking that kind of holis¬ 
tic acting was port of what 
drew Pattinson to Denis. 
“My main thing in any kind 
of performance is trying 
to combat self-conscious¬ 
ness," he says. “If’s so much 
fo do wifh using your whole 
body. I was also kind of 
scared of doing it, and 
didn’t really know how to 
use my own body. A lot of 
the movies I’ve done be¬ 
fore ore quite still.” 

Maybe what Denis and Pat¬ 
tinson most have in com¬ 
mon is a desire to be un¬ 
constrained by prescribed 
contexts: genres, attitudes, 
expectations. Denis, who’s 
planning to reunite with 
Pattinson for on odopfo- 
fion of Denis Johnson’s “The 
Sfors of Noon,” soys she’s 
increasingly inferesfed less 
in even o film’s scene-to- 
scene cohesion and more 
in capfuring momenfs, un- 
fefhered and free. □ 



This April A, 2019 photo shows filmmaker Claire Denis, left, and actor Robert Pattinson posing for a 
portrait to promote their film, “High Life” in New York. 

Associated Press 
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Notre Dame hailed as monument to the ‘best of civilization’ 


By JOCELYN NOVECK 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Notre 
Dame, a survivor of wars 
and revolutions, has stood 
for centuries as not merely 
the greatest of the Gothic 
cathedrals and a towering 
jewel of Western architec¬ 
ture. 

It has stood, in the words of 
one shell-shocked art ex¬ 
pert, as “one of the great 
monuments to the best of 
civilization.” 

And so it was that across 
the globe Monday, a 
stunned and helpless art 
world wept alongside the 
people of France as a mas¬ 
sive fire ravaged the be¬ 
loved cathedral. 
“Civilization is just so frag¬ 
ile,” said Barbara Drake 
Boehm, senior curator at 
the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art’s medieval Cloisters 
branch in New York, her 
voice shaking as she tried 
to put into words what the 
cathedral meant. “This 
great hulking monument of 
stone has been there since 
1163. It’s come through so 
many trials.” 

“It’s not one relic, not one 
piece of glass — it’s the to¬ 
tality,” she said, struggling 
to find words expansive 
enough to describe the ca¬ 
thedral’s significance. “It’s 
the very soul of Paris, but it’s 
not just for French people. 
For all humanity, it’s one of 
the great monuments to 
the best of civilization.” 
Boehm spoke shortly be¬ 
fore the Paris fire chief an¬ 
nounced that firefighters 
had been able to finally 
save the structure, includ¬ 



This 1987 file photo shows the Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris. Art experts around the world reacted 
with horror to news of the fire that ravaged cathedral on Monday, April 15, 2019. 

Associated Press 


ing its two main towers. 
Much of the roof was de¬ 
stroyed. 

The exact cause of the 
blaze wasn’t known, but 
French media quoted the 
fire brigade as saying it was 
“potentially linked” to a 6 
million euro ($6.8 million) 
renovation project on the 
church’s spire and its 250 
tons of lead. The Paris Pros¬ 
ecutor’s office, which was 
investigating, said it was 
treating it as an accident. 
Construction on Notre 
Dame — French for “Our 
Lady” — began in the 
12th century and contin¬ 
ued for nearly 200 years. 
It sustained damage and 
fell into neglect during the 
French Revolution, but re¬ 
ceived renewed attention 
following the 1831 publica¬ 


tion of Victor Hugo’s novel 
“The Hunchback of Notre- 
Dame.” This led to two de¬ 
cades of restorations, in¬ 
cluding the cathedral’s fa¬ 
mous flying buttresses and 
a reconstructed spire. 

While most kings were 
crowned elsewhere, Napo¬ 
leon Bonaparte made sure 
he was crowned there in 
1804, and married there in 
1810. 

Experts note that Notre 
Dame is an aesthetically 
smooth synthesis of differ¬ 
ent centuries. “It all blends 
together so harmoniously,” 
said Nancy Wu, a medi¬ 
eval architecture expert 
and educator at the Met 
Cloisters. She said she was 
struck by delicacy of the 
structure, as well as that in 
the three stunning stained- 


glass rose windows, and 
the elegant exterior carv¬ 
ings. 

“There are a lot of details 
that remind one of intri¬ 
cate lace,” she said, “even 
though it’s a building of 
cold hard stone.” 

Aside from the structure, art 
experts were concerned 
about the fate of countless 
priceless artworks and arti¬ 
facts inside, including rel¬ 
ics like the crown of thorns, 
which is only occasion¬ 
ally displayed. Paris Mayor 
Anne Hidalgo later said on 
Twitter that the crown of 
thorns and the tunic of St 
Louis were among the arti¬ 
facts saved. 

“This cathedral has a num¬ 
ber of elements that are 
not just famous but reli¬ 
giously significant,” said Ju¬ 



This April 18, 1967, file photo, shows the Notre Dame Cathedral 
in Paris. Art experts around the world reacted with horror to news 
of the fire that ravaged cathedral on Monday, April 15, 2019. 

Associated Press 


In this Friday, June 3, 2016 file photo, a man paints the Notre 
Dame cathedral surrounded by the flooding Seine river in Paris, 
France. 

Associated Press 


lio Bermudez, professor at 
the school of architecture 
and planning at Catholic 
University in Washington, 
D.C. “One of course is the 
crown of thorns ... the faith¬ 
ful believe this is the crown 
that the Savior put on his 
head. It’s kept in a very safe 
place. But you know the 
fire is tremendously dam¬ 
aging.” He also expressed 
concern about the beau¬ 
tiful stained-glass windows, 
which he called “really irre¬ 
placeable.” 

Those worried a bout the ca- 
thedral’s durability could, 
perhaps, take solace in 
one of Notre Dame’s more 
fascinating survival stories. 
In 1977, workers demolish¬ 
ing a wall in another part of 
Paris discovered 21 heads 
belonging to 13th-century 
statues from the cathedral. 
The kings of Judea, which 
were a prime example of 
Gothic art, had been taken 
from Notre Dame during 
the French Revolution and 
guillotined by antiroyalists 
who mistakenly thought 
they represented French 
kings. 

The heads, which were 
thought to be lost, are now 
displayed in the capital’s 
Cluny Museum. 

The mourning was not 
limited to the art world. 
Religious leaders, too, ex¬ 
pressed deep sorrow over 
the devastation. 

Cardinal Timothy Dolan, 
the archbishop of New 
York, said he was praying 
for Notre Dame, which he 
called “second maybe to 
St. Peter’s Basilica, (in) ... 
the ability of a church to lift 
our minds and hearts back 
to the Lord.” 

“Forthe French, my God, for 
the world, Notre Dame Ca¬ 
thedral represents what’s 
most notable, what’s most 
uplifting, what’s most inspi¬ 
rational about the human 
project,” he said. 

Boehm, at the Cloisters, 
found herself thinking 
about how the cathedral 
is at once of the past, and 
of the present — a living, 
vibrant building, despite its 
age. “When you step inside 
it, you have at once the 
sense of everything that 
came before, and every¬ 
thing that’s still current,” she 
said.Q 














